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Pueblo library reaches "final four" in
national competition

Posted: Feb 20, 2018 9:44 AM MST
Updated: Feb 20, 2018 3:35 PM MST

Written By Laura Wilson

PUEBLO -

Pueblo has made the "final four” in a contest for the best library in the country.

The Pueblo City-County Library District was one of 116 nominations submitted for the
Leslie Knope Award for Best Public Library--put on by an organization called Engaging
Local Government Leaders.

The award is named after a fictitious character in the NBC sitcom "Parks and Rec," which
was on air between 2009 and 2015.

Last week, Pueblo beat out State College, PA in the Elite 8.

They are now facing off against Lawrence, KS this week for a shot at the Championship
Round.

To cast your vote, click here.

For more information on the library, click here,

http:/fwww.koaa.com/story/37547373/pueblo-library-reaches-final-four-in-national-competition
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http://www.chieftain.com/news/pueblo/pueblo-library-district-reaches-the-semifinals-in-national-
contest/article_03c3bdc6-4d07-59¢8-bfad4-107c29031db4.html

Pueblo library district reaches the semifinals in national contest

BY ANTHONY A. MESTAS THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN ANTHONYM@CHIEFTAIN.COM
FEB 20, 2018 UPDATED 5 HRS AGO

A man reads a book in the Robert Hoag Rawlings Public Library coffee lounge on a cold evening last week. Buy Now

John Jaques

Pueblo County is rallying to make its library district the best in the nation and with a local campaign

on social media urging people to vote, it just might happen.

The Pueblo City-County Library District is in the final four libraries competing for the Best Public
Library in America contest.

https://www.chieftain.com/news/pueblo/pueblo-library-district-reaches-the-semifinals-in-national-contest/article_03c3bdc6-4d07-59c8-bfa4-107c29031d...  1/3
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The contest is being held be Engaging Local Government Leaders. People can vote for their favorite

library at the group's website.

"l am super excited because people are coming together to vote for the library district,” said Laura

Savage of the Pueblo West Metro District.

Savage nominated the library district in December.

\

Engaging Local Government Leaders' mission is to connect with communities and educate people
about local government. The organization will give one library the Leslie B. Knope Award, named
after Amy Poehler's character on the NBC show "Parks and Recreation,"” which will distinguish the
winner the best in the country. In addition, the organization will register the winning library for ELGL
19, an annual event about local government, and appear on ELGL's GovLove podcast.

"This year the focus is on the best public library. | saw the call for nominations on their website and

on Twitter and | decided to nominate our district because it is a wonderful organization of libraries,”

Savage said.

"l couldn't just nominate one of our libraries because together they all make Pueblo County strong."

To get to the final four, the Pueblo library beat State College in Pennsylvania, 2,289 votes to 1,838

votes.
Pueblo now faces the public library in Lawrence, Kan.
"Lawrence is a big education town. So we are excited," Savage said.

Williamsburg Regional Library in Williamsburg, Va., and Sterling Municipal Library in Baytown,

Texas, also will compete in the final four.

"This contest is a lot of fun. The community has really been coming together to vote," Savage said.

Colorado Springs and Boulder were both eliminated in earlier rounds, so Pueblo is the last Colorado

Library standing.

"(The library district) always been a great foundation for everyone in Pueblo County through thick

and thin."

https:llwww.chjeftain.comlnewslpuebIolpueblo—ﬁbrary-district-reaches—the»semiﬁnafs-in—nationaI-contest/article_0303bd(;6-4d07-5908-bf34-1 07c29031d... 2/3
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Savage said the she is proud that the community has come together to rally for the library district,
and cited the assistance of state Sen. Leroy Garcia, D-Pueblo, and state Rep. Daneya Esgar, D-
Pueblo.

"They both have participated. Daneya Esgar has even posted a selfie to help us," Savage said.

She said she also is trying to get Gov. John Hickenlooper to tweet that he has voted for Pueblo in

this contest.

"He hasn't done it yet. But how cool would that be if he did?"

To vote visit: http://elgl.org/2018/02/18/final-four-pueblo-co-v-lawrence-ks/.
Voting ends at 11:59 p.m. Friday.

anthonym@chieftain.com

Anthony Mestas

Born and raised in Pueblo, reporter Anthony Mestas covers Pueblo County government and higher education. He
spent 10 years as a correspondent covering the Lower Arkansas Valley and the Spanish Peaks Area before being
assigned to Pueblo in 2012.

https://www.chieftain.com/news/pueblo/pueblo-library-district-reaches-the-semifinals-in-national-contest/article_03c3bdc6-4d07-59¢8-bfad-107¢29031d... 3/3
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BRIDGING BORDERS is a 10-week fellowship designed ]
specifically for teenage girls in Pueblo County.

This project enables participating teens to reconnect
with the stories, knowledge and practices of women
who helped to build our community. With hands-on
workshops taught by regional scholars, the fellowship
nurtures a sense of place and a sense of history

that form the roots of strong self-identity.

RRIDGING BORDERS is a special fellowship offered by "-_' :
El Pueblo History Muscum, Pueblo City-Ceounty Library ‘
Distiict, Coloradeo State University-Pueblo, and

Department of Social Services.

Ten Weeks: February 23 through May 4

Every Friday

3:30-5:30 pm

Sessions are hosted at Rawlings Public Library
& El Pueblo History Museum

Apply today! Applications due February 9,2018

Li

For more information or for an application email:
dawn.diprince@state.co.us
Tamara.Trujillo@state.co.us




EDITORIALS

Battle of the bookworms

ending tournaments will be crank-

C OLLEGE BASKETBALI’S season-
ing up next month, concludlng

- with the three-game championship series

known as the Final Four. However, the
Pueblo City-Gounty Library District has
already reached the Final Four in a very

. different sort of competition.

The library district is in the semifinal
round of the Best Public Library'in Amer-
ica contest. It’s an online competition,
sponsored by a eroup called Engaging Lo-
cal Government Leaders, in which people
cast votes for their preferred libraries.

In this round, Pueblo Gounty is pitted
against the public library in Lawrence,
Kan. The library with the most votes will
advance to the finals against the winner
of the other semifinal, either Willia:ms—

‘burg, Va., or Baytown, Texas.

The overall winner will get the Leskie B,
Knope Award, named after Amy Poehler’s
character on the NBC show, “Parks and
Recreation.” In addition, the winner will
be registered for ELGL 19, an annual

-event about local government, and ap-

pear on ELGL's GovLove podcast.
Since our main library bears the name
of the late Robert Hoag Rawlings, this

. newspaper’s longtime editor and pub- -

lisher, it should come as no surprise that

_ we're encouraging everyone in the com-

munity to vote for Pueblo County. It’s
worth notmg, however, that it’s not just
the main library, but the entire library
system that is part of this competition.
In fact, Pueblo County was nominated

back in December by Laura Savage of the

Pueblo West Metropolitan District.
“I saw the call for nominations on
(ELGL’S) Web51te and on Twztter and I

_ decided to nominate our district because
it 1s a wonderful organization of librar-
ies,” Savage said. “I couldn’t just nomi-
nate one of our libraries because together
they all make Pueblo County strong.”

We agree with those sentiments. And

- even though libraries generally are places-

of quiet, we're urging everyone to make

 their voices heard in support of Pueble :

Gounty. It costs nothing to participate
and voting takes a matter of seconds on
the ELGL website at elgl.org/2018/02/18/
final-four-pueblo-co-v-lawrence-ks/ -

Votmg continues through 11:59 p.m.
Eriday.

Now, we know Midwesterners Who live
in places like Lawrence are far too palite
and genteel to engage in trash talkmg So
we'll do it for them.

After all, how could we possibly lose

10 a community whose gredtest claims to
fame are University of Kansas Jayhawks

basketball and being the boyhood home
of actor/comedian Rob Riggle? (Actu-

- ally Lawrence has a lot more going for it

than that. And you can read all about the
community’s history in our great county
libraries.)

Now, some will dimiss this as just an-
other online populanty contest. And we
will, too, if we don’t win. t's hard to take
the competition too seriously when the
grand prize is named after a fictitious TV
character.

That said, wouldn't it be cool if Pueblo
County residents were known around the
country for supporting their local tibrar-
ies? It wouldn’t hurt our image at all to
‘have that on our civic resume.

B‘S:‘ﬁbﬂfﬁd at [12-27-2018 /Fegu/ﬁr Sess/ﬂn

So please, let’s band together and throw

the book at Lawrence
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LIBRARY HISTORY(® ¢ . . 4. orsity

Dawn DiPrince
Director of El Pueblo Museum and Community
Museums, History Colorado

Maria Sanchez Tucker
Manager of Special Collections and Museum Setvices,
Pueblo City-County Library District

Dr. Fawn Amber Montoya
Professor of History/Chicano/a Studies, CSU-Pueblo

Tamara Trujillo
Education Coordinator, El Pueblo History Museum

PUEB\Lé{;mcoum E(}:? lorado
%ﬁx HISTORYW iversity

PUEBLO,

212312018
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A program to foster girl
empowerment that shifts
the center of power for the
participants.

Focusing on
empowerment with the
things they already have.
Community, culture,
family and authentic
experiences grounded in
the history of women’s
cultural practices.

Allow these young women
to embrace their own
history and their own
place in the world.

Traditional Medicine Without Borders: Curanderismo in the Southwest & Mexico
University of New Mexico




Asset-based Cultural Competence Framework

“Cultural competence is the capacity to recognize the significance of
culture in one’s own life and the and in the lives of others; to acquire
and respectfully use knowledge of diverse ethnic and cultural groups’
beliefs, values, attitudes, practices, communication patterns, and assets
to strengthen LIS programs through increased community participation;
to bridge gaps in services to communities by connecting them with
outside resources; to recognize socioeconomic and political factors that
adversely affect diverse populations and to effectively implement
institutional policies that benefit diverse populations and
communities(Montiel-Overall, Villascuela Nunez and Reyes-Escudero
(23).”

Cocina en la Placita

El Pueblo History Museum

2/23/2018
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F- Knowledge of
| Legacy

Knowledge of Tradition

2/23/2018
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Knowledge of Tradition

Knowledge of

Josefa Jaramillo
Presentation by Charlene Garcia Simms

Amache Ochinee Prowers




Knowledge
of Resources

Knowledge of Elders

2/23/2018



Juliana Aragon Fatula,
author

Crazy Chicana in Catholic City
Chocolate Caosmaos Cowairl

# Knowledge of

Story

Knowlede of Self

2/23/2018
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Community Collaborations
,. = 1._..1‘ = 7
| ..5, ‘- » P -

Representative Daneya Esgar,
Colorado House District 46

Sophia Fernandez-Healy
Professional Artist & Muralist

11
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Knowledge of Collaboration
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Knowledge of
Accomplishment

Her Story....

2/23/2018
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Angie’s Art Work

Positive messages throughout the program

“I am editing your poems and I am so proud of your
dedication to become better writers. You are on your way
and I'm enjoying your poems as I edit and make suggestions.
Remember, it's your poem. Don't change a thing, change a
thing, change it back, don't change, but reread and reread
your words until they sound like you talking. They already
do, but you'll see what I mean when you read my comments. I
loved working with you ladies.” Sen. Juliana Aragén Fatula

2/23/2018

14



Quotes from the girls

“Bridging Borders most definitely changed my outlook in life, not
only did it educate me on the lives of my indigenous ancestors it
made me feel more empowered as a woman to be around other
females in my age range. There was a sense of family as a met
every Friday and it was amazing to see how everyone waited
anxiously to see each other again. I loved watching the girls grow
from the timid bunch to individual personalities that each had
their own glowing presence. Your mentorship as well as Dawn's
and Fawn's was the highlight of my weeks, you all felt like the
sister I never had. I still keep in touch with Angie, who graduated
this year and her support has pushed me through a lot of trials
since Bridging Borders, I would love to see the program started
again!”

Quotes from the girls

‘It is a great program and when [ was in it I was a lot
more open to talking and communication with the
people that I was with. I loved how it constantly kept
us busy but it was super fun at the same time. The
people are great and nice and it is a great overall
experience.”and it is a great overall experience.”n
at the same time. The people are great and nice and
it is a great overall experience.”

2/23/2018
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approach. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield.

Carillo, R. & Saucedo, C. (2017). Cultura Y Bienstar Mesoamerican Based

Healing and Mental Health Practice Based Evidence.

2/23/2018

17



Fresented at [17-27-2018 Regular Session

Library @ the U

PUEBLD CITY-COUNTY

LIBRARY

was - Imagination I

The Collection




2/26/2018

Circulations

Access o Online Resources

» Direct Hoopla access

» PCCLD card accesses all research databases and downloadables
services
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Benefits of Parthership

Expanded customer base » Access to an enfertainment
collection that isn't in their

Circulations are counting in our mcteral budget

key result data

4 Access to PCCLD online resour.
Hoopla, Cloud, and other online I
services are counting Increased circulations

Potential future shared resources » Convenience for the campus
such as databases and Prospector community

Fulfilling our strategic plan goal of
creating community parinerships

Annual Cost

Fiction titles — no cost

DVD copies - $7500
Hoopla usage - $2000
Courier time- paid by CSUP




2/26/2018

Future Plans

» Barkman library will be taking on outreach activities including
Discovery Day and semester library card sign ups.

» Collection Development will coniinue to manage the collection
and Hoopla usage. New formats and preducts such as GoChips will
be considered.
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PUEBLO CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
EXECUTIVE SESSION

DATE:_ 2~ 22 -XZd/X
PURPOSE: T £ F I:?Aagﬁjnj L,/ES Fuobln

CITATION:
a Purchase, sale, lease of any real or personal property (24-6-402(4)(a)).
a Legal advice (24-6-402(4)(b)).
X Developing strategy for negotiations, instructing negotiators, and determining
a

positions relative to matters that may be subject to negotiations (24-6-402(4)(e)).

Matter that is required to be kept confidential by law (24-6-402(4)(c)).

Personnel Files (24-72-204(3)(a)(ll)).

Letters of Reference (24-72-204(3)(a)(l11)).

Library and museum contributions if restrictions are placed on them by the
contributor (24-72-204(3)(a)(V)).

Library records disclosing the identity of a Library user (24-72-204(3)(a)(VIl)).
Address/phone number/personal financial information of past or present users
of public facility unless requested by law enforcement (24-72-204(3)(a)(1X)).
Records regarding sexual harassment complaint or investigation to anybody
other than a person of interest (24-72-204(3)(a)(X)).

O Other

In lieu of written minutes, the session was digitally recorded, and the recording will be
retained by the secretary of the Board for a period of 90 days after which time it will be
destroyed.

Q aa aaa

Date

For attorney-Client Communication ONLY, complete the following:

The portion of the Executive Session that was not recorded constitutes a privileged
attorney-client communication.

Attorney

Date

The portion of the Executive Session that was not recorded was confined to the topic
authorized for discussion in an executive session pursuant to Section 24-6-402(4) C.R.S.

Chairman of the Board

Date



