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WANTEII LIFE- LONG LEARNERS

Improve readmg and writing skills
w1th a tutor at the hbrary'

2 For more mformatlon about adult llteracy
. contact Jackie Swanson at 553-0206.

X English Conversation Club!

Mondays, 6-7:30 p.m.
Rawlings Library, Bret Kelly B

' Open  to adults from all language
backgrounds and skill levels who want to
practice speaking English. Weekly meetings
include lively discussions and activities that
8 deal with topics selected by participants.
B8 Call 553-0206 for more information.

Volunteer

bioAseigijo|gand-mm,

Help someone improve
their reading and writing
skills and change lives!

Contact Jackie Swanson
Adult Literacy Coordinator

at 553-0206 or email
jackie swanson@pueblolibrary.org,
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FINANCIAL
STATEMENT AUDITS

What is a financial statement
audit?

The goal of the annual financial statement audit
is to assure users of a government’s financial
statements that those statements are fairly
presented. In most cases, the fairness of the
presentation of a set of financial statements is
determined using a set of criteria known as gen-
erally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).
The most important source of GAAP for state
and local governments is the Governmental Ac-
counting Standards Board (GASB). Much of gov-
ernmental GAAP can be found in the GASB
publication Codification of Governmental Ac-
counting and Financial Reporting Standards,
which is updated annually.

TO AUDITING 9
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ACCOUNTING,
AUDITING, AND
FINANCIAL REPORTING

Appoint an audit committee to
oversee the financial statement
audit and related financial
reporting and control processes.

Prmczples. Every government should for-
mally establish and appoint an audit committee
to provide for review and oversight of: (1) finan-
cial reporting processes; (2) internal control; and
(3) the independent audit of its financial state-
ments. The committee’s charter and activities
should comply with professionally recommended
practices.

Discussion. The audit function originates
with the legislative body, which is responsible for
monitoring the actions of the chief executive or
administrative officer. The governing body per-
forms this oversight function through its audit
committee. The committee should consist en-
tirely of members of the governing body who do
not have internal financial managerial conflicts.
Preferably, one of its members should be a finan-
cial expert as professionally defined and if not,
such expertise should be separately retained as
appropriate. The committee’s charter and proce-
dures should be properly documented, and re-
viewed periodically to assess its continued ade-
quacy.

All audit committee members should possess or
obtain a basic understanding of governmental
accounting, financial reporting, internal control,
and auditing. The committee should be provided
sufficient resources to discharge its functions, in-
cluding training and refresher education and
sufficient funding to conduct its activities. Mem-
bers should be informed of the role of the audit

GOVERNMENT FINANCE 29
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committee and their personal responsibility as
members,

Independent auditors should report directly to
the audit committee rather than to management,
and internal auditors should have an unimpeded
reporting line to the committee for substantive
matters. Audit committees should approve the
scope of the audit(s), manage the process of inde-
pendent auditor selection and engagement, re-
ceive required communications, and provide for
follow-up on management comments delivered
by the auditor.

At least annually, the committee should conduct
private or executive sessions if permitted by law.
One such session should include only the com-
mittee members with their financial expert, one
should be conducted without the presence of
management, and one should be conducted with
only management. The committee should con-
clude its work each year by submitting a written
public report to the full governing body on the
discharge of its responsibilities.
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More
are:
news

for the East Side |

'The Patrick A. Lucero CUB,Q is

ﬁg HM\H_.HHmu @DH. .ﬂﬂoam“_w MM\ %no”—‘.. OEQH@HH : .w_._m n..um»..mn_.n A. Lucero Library is located at 1315 E. Seventh St.

BY RYAN SEVERANCE
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

It hasn’t been around
long, but the Patrick A.
Lucero Library has al-
ready made a big differ-
ence and helped many on
Pueblo’s East Side.

The library officially ..
opened on Dec. 13, 2014,
after years of planning
and work.

It’s the first library the
East Side has had, out-
side of a satellite library
that operated at Risley
International Academy of
Innovation that was open

only for limited hours.

The rwan rmm given
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Jaylah Cesario, 13, looks at a book in the teen
section of the library.




East Side youth a posi-
tive environment to go

to every- day to learn,
participate in educational
programs and be men-
tored. i1

From January to Oc-
tober 2015 there were
153,845 visits to the
library, 15,256 kids attend-
ed programs held there
and 157,153 books were
checked out. The library
is on pace to see similar
numbers this year and
might even exceed them,
according to the library’s
manager Diann Logie.

“It’s giving kids a safe
place to go,” Logie said of
the library. “Where were
they before we were
here? Sometimes it even
gives kids just a chance
to relax and take their
mind off what’s going on
at school and at home,
and we have staff who
just listens to what kids
have to say. A lot just
want someone to listen.to
them about their day and ,
what’s going on at home.
We sometimes hear sad
stories. We do love them
and care for them.”

Logie said she’s glad
East Siders finally have a
library to go to that is in
their community.

“One of the big prob-
lems is transportation,”
she said. “Before, there
was no place for com-
munity members to walk
to and be able to do
research and things like
that.”

Library Executive Director Diann Logie helps get Nemesio Perez, 6, logged on to the Internet

at the library Wednesday afternoon.

. Programs for youth

The library hosts a
wide variety of programs
throughout the year with
the aim of educating
children.

“Our biggest mission, I
think, is the opportunity
for kids to gain knowl-
edge in different kinds of
formats,” Logie said. “It
doesn’t have to be book-
based, it can be comput-

er-based with things like
how to do PowerPoint or
Excel and that’s starting
in elementary school.
We're trying to prepare
kids for college. Our goal
is when you go to col- -
lege, we want you to be
prepared. 8
“The children here in
this community are so
intelligent, highly intel-
ligent, and I know they -
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can go to college if they
want. We want to open
that path for them. Kids
here have a thirst for
knowledge.” :
The library has also

assisted aduits who are

job hunting and may not
know much about how
to successfully approach
that process.

“We've assisted so
many people on how to

do a resume and how to

" attach it to an applica-

tion online. I think we’ve
helped a lot of people
find employment. A lot

‘have never written a re-

sume before,” Logie said.
Beyond the normal ma-

terials libraries provide-

such as books, DVDs

and computer access,

the library is giving its

patrons access to things

A group of youngsters play The World of Minecraft on
laptop computers at the library.

such as 3-D printers and
3-D pens, something that
has been a big hit at the
library. The 3-D printer
was purchased thanks to
a generous $25,000 dona-
tion the library received.

“The kids make me
things in the 3-D print-
er like a little shark, a

~crown and a penguin. It’s

SEE LIBRARY, 6A
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very cute,” Logie said.
“The kids really enjoy it.”
One of the most im-
portant programs at the
library is the anti-gang
program that’s put on for
two hours every Monday,
~Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday by former gang
member Mark Salazar.
Salazar, who runs the
Hard Knox Gang Pre-
vention and Intervention
Program, was hired by
the library in October.
“He talks with kids
about how to interact
and communicate with
gangs and say no and to
walk away,” Logie said.
“It’s one of the most
important programs we
have implemented. He’s
here for kids to talk to
and they reach out to
- him and he’s able to run
his program here every
week.” - -

Patrick A. Lucero

The man the library
is named after grew up
on the lower East Side
of Pueblo and attend-

- ed Spann Elementary
School, Risley and grad-
uated from East High
School in 1966, according
to Logie.

He joined the U.S.
Army in 1967 and was
sent to Vietnam where
he was part of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade, known
as the “Sky Soldiers.”

Lucero was killed in
action on March 14, 1968,
while on patrol in the
Kon Tum Province.

A library — also
named the Patrick Luce-
ro Library — was built
in Vietnam in 2010 near
where Lucero took his

1016/from nage SA
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From left, Julian Giovanni, 7, Sierra Hernandez, 5, and Hector Ordonez, 7, take advantage of

the chance to do some coloring while visiting the Patrick A

St., on Wednesday afternoon.

A portrait of the library’s
namesake, Patrick A.
Lucero, hangs in the
library.

last breath. _
Jim Lewis and Bill Bai-
ley, two of Lucero’s child-
hood friends who grew
up with him on the East
Side, raised money to -
build the library to honor

their friend through

'an organization called

PeaceTrees Vietnam.
“Both Patrick Luce-
ro libraries serve as
community centers for
economically disad-
vantaged communities;
one devastated by the
remnants of war and the
other a product of pov-
erty and crime,” Logie
wrote in a newsletter
about the libraries. “Yet,
both libraries serve their
respective communities:
with compassion and em-
pathy, distributing hope
for the future of their
children and communi-
ties by providing literacy

- programs, technology

and information.”

The library’s lifeblood
Logie said the library

would not be nearly as

successful without the

. Lucero Library; 1315 E. Seventh

work her dedicated staff
puts in there every day.
The library currently

has six staff members,
three of whom have been
working there from the
beginning.

“My staff is the most
dedicated, passionate
staff that Ive ever had,”
Logie said. “Their team-
work and their passion
for the kids and this com-
munity is remarkable. Ev-

eryone that’s here' wants "

to be here and wants to
make a difference in the
community and they do
every single day.

“Every day they walk
in, their goal is to pro-
vide the best services for
the community and the
kids.”

For more information,
call 562-5600.

ryans@chieftain.com
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