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PIONEER PUEBLO RAILROAD MAN
PASSES AWAY IN CALIFORNIA

John Kelker Was Master Mechanic

/ 1907

Here for 27 Years
Locomotive

and Brought First
to Steel City

John Xelker, for twenty-seven
consecutive years master mechanie
of the Denver and Rio Grande in
tihs city and the man who brought
and erected the first locomotive
ever placed in commission in Pue-
blo, died at his home in Los
Angeles, Cal., yesterday morning
at B o’clock, aged 81 yoars. The di-
reot cause of death was kidaney
trouble which brought about what
is known as intermittent fever. The

Angeles this afternoon, where the
remains of Mrs. Eelker, his wife

now le. Two of hif sons, Grant

|and Harry, reside in Pueblo both

of whom are railway engineers om
the Rio Grande,

Hefore coming *n Pyeblo in 1875, Mr.
Kelker had heen. employed ot ﬂf W
viurs as - travellng Hifgineer Ihr  the
Raldwin T locninntive - WOrks oL rnEs
deiphia, He was ) years of age at

that time and was sent to this clty
with six engines, the first that the
Rio Grande recelved here. The locos

motives. while very lght in comparisoi
to those of this time were seit (o th

west in Installments and it was Mr.
Keliker's duty .to superintend thelr
erection on the tracks here,

ll‘q \\(vrk 5O |-luw d  the officials

funeral will take place in Los

of the Dcn\rr & Rio Grande that when
his task was compleied they afforded
him a pnum--u which he could not well
afford to refuse. He accepted and
wan - made master— mechanie lmines
disgtely. He held thé  positon wntll
three vears aga when he decided” to
retire from m-tlvu e and moved with
his wife to  Ualifornla, where thed
erected a delightful home,

TWo vears ago Mrs, Kelker was U tken
sick and died. Her demise
welgh hervily on MrKelker hut hes
hore up remarkably well and onty last

fad - pald wOviEiL foc e osons in this
city, remaining throughout the state
{alr which ho seeifed to enjoy very

much. Tt was remarked ‘at that time
by his okt friends -aboutl the ¢ty -that
he  looked better thian when he  left

than ever before In his life and while
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in Pueblo was i the best of spirits. § o e
At the close of the falr he returies 2 W ondewemiry
to his Califoraia Lone but began, 1o *‘_‘”_'_ it
fail tmntédiately, His condition was | "]'h--.
not considered rerious, howeder, untid :lh I
about threa weeks ago when he wis 'zh\‘ _E
taken down with® fever. fthe gen
e was A member of the Brother- oyt
hood of Locomotive Enginrers and the | _".\Ir
' Masons order and the funeral will be ! North
fuander - the muspiees of those orders Pvlewved,
EAALE LLL tweive - children—bul Hve s Sadth m
Vive Thiy are Grand and Harry who s years;
are following fhe same huqu us their [ more  tl
futNer, snd who are Iu considered | could n
among ithe most -nrn;-o-h-nt m:xmc-c-t.\!\\)n-n |
of the city, John Kelker w ho I8 now | Hard Kk
traveling for the " Ba idwin company. :-Yuw, W
the same position that his fathes held | Gas for
half & century ago, J. F. Kelker, who [ing, wh
reside. at Indiunupolis, and one'daugh- | distress,
ter- who residos in North Platte, Neb. | fossed a

rest.
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