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Bestselling author headlines Pueblo library district’s annual literacy program

PUEBLO, Colo. — Readers can get ready to strike a chord of suspense as they unravel the strings of the
Pueblo City-County Library District’s (PCCLD) 21st annual All Pueblo Reads literacy project.

Good Morning America Book Club pick “The Violin Conspiracy” by Brendan Slocumb is the featured adult
title. “The Violin Conspiracy,” is Slocumb’s debut novel and it follows a Black classical musician whose
family heirloom violin is stolen on the eve of the most prestigious classical music competition in the
world.

A public author talk featuring Slocumb takes place at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Robert Hoag
Rawlings Public Library, 100 E. Abriendo Ave. The event is free and open to the public. The sold-out
Booklovers Ball, a fundraiser for the Pueblo Library Foundation, features the author as its guest on
Friday, Oct. 24.

To kickoff the six-week long literacy project, PCCLD is hosting:

* A Literary Concert Experience with the Pocket Philharmonic, 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 3 in
the Ryals Grand Event Space, fourth floor of Rawlings Library.
Guests can experience “The Violin Conspiracy” through music with the Pocket Philharmonic.
Enjoy themed selections, storytelling, and refreshments at this special afterhours kickoff event.

* All Pueblo Reads Kickoff, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 4 at Rawlings Library.
Pick up your free copy, mingle with fellow readers and kick off the season on a high note.

Both events are free and open to the public.

Younger readers can enjoy the children’s picture book, “The Music Inside Us” by Jack Wong. The
illustrated picture-book is a moving, biography of one of the greatest cellists of all time, Yo-Yo Ma, and
his lifelong passion for using music to unite people in harmony and joy.

Hundreds of copies of each of the All Pueblo Reads selected titles are available for check out at any
PCCLD location.

About the authors
Brendan Slocumb was born in Yuba City, California, and was raised in Fayetteville, North Carolina. He was
the concertmaster for the University Symphony Orchestra at the University of North Carolina at
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Greensboro and served as the principal violist. He has performed with numerous small chamber
ensembles and in the BESK string quartet. For the past twenty-three years, he has been a public and
private school music educator, and is a Nobel Educator of Distinction. He also serves as an educational
consultant for the Kennedy Center and as the concertmaster for the NOVA-Annandale Symphony
Orchestra. Today, Slocumb lives in Washington DC. In addition to his debut novel, “The Violin
Conspiracy” Slocumb has also written “Symphony of Secrets” and “The Dark Maestro: A Novel”.

Jack Wong was born in Hong Kong and raised in Vancouver. Wong’s debut picture book, “When You Can
Swim” received the 2023 Boston Globe—Horn Book Award in Picture Books, the 2023 Governor General’s
Literary Award in Young People’s Literature — Illustrated Books, the 2024 Marilyn Baillie Picture Book
Award, and was a finalist for the Ezra Jack Keats Award. His second picture book, “The Words We Share”
received the Ann Connor Brimer Award for Atlantic Canadian Children’s Literature, and was shortlisted
for the Ontario Library Association’s Blue Spruce Award. His other titles include “All That Grows” and
forthcoming titles from Scholastic and Abrams Books for Young Readers.

About All Pueblo Reads

All Pueblo Reads is a literary project designed to get everyone in Pueblo County reading and discussing
one book at the same time. The goal of the project is to promote dialogue across cultural, generational
and socioeconomic lines. During the project, the Pueblo library district provides classroom sets of books
to students in Pueblo schools, hosts six weeks of free activities at seven of the library district’s branches
as well as at CSU Pueblo and Pueblo Community College.

PCCLD is dedicated to serving as a foundation for the Pueblo community by offering welcoming, well
equipped and maintained facilities, outstanding collections, and well-trained employees who provide
expert service encouraging the joy of reading, supporting lifelong learning and presenting access to
information from around the world.

Stay up to date with PCCLD visit www.pueblolibrary.org and follow our social media pages.
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