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Barkman Library reopens after year-long renovation 

 

PUEBLO, Colo. — Barkman Library reopens its doors to the public after a $4.2 million renovation. Kicking 
off a week of grand opening festivities is the official ribbon cutting scheduled for 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10. at the Belmont-area branch located at 1300 Jerry Murphy Rd. 

“We are so excited to share this beautiful, refreshed library that will serve the community well for years 
to come,” Sherri Baca, PCCLD executive director said. 

Grand opening week events include: 

• Tuesday, Sept. 10, 9 a.m. Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 10. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

• Photos with Bluey and Bingo from 4 to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 11. Kids of all ages can meet 
and greet with Bluey and Bingo. Members of the Pueblo Police Department will be giving out 
free drawstring bags filled with coloring books and crayons, provided by Minnequa Works Credit 
Union, while supplies last. Kids can explore their favorite emergency vehicles and enjoy an 
obstacle course with Fire Fit Kids. 

• Diego Martin - el Vaquero Chautauqua at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 12. Presented by Angel Vigil 
and Colorado Humanities, the character of Diego Martín-el Vaquero is the Spanish colonial 
cowboy who was the first cowboy to ride the open ranges and sleep under the stars and the first 
master of the basic eternal cowboy skills-riding and roping.  Refreshments will be provided. 

• Backpack Giveaway at 6 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 13. More than 1,200 free backpacks, provided by 
Minnequa Works Credit Union, will be given away along with free school supplies, while supplies 
last. Children ages 18 and younger will also be able to get a free basic haircut. Kids Zumba 
sessions will be held in Belmont Park.  

All events are free and open to the public. 
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The 12-month renovation project involved major improvements including an expanded community 
meeting room; a bridge connecting the library to an outdoor green space; dedicated spaces for children, 
teens and adults; and updated security systems. 

Named after Frank and Marie Barkman, Pueblo’s first North side library has served the Belmont 
neighborhood and northern Pueblo for more than 30 years. Expanding the public meeting room now 
adds an additional 2,643 square feet onto the building. More than 1.6 million visitors have come 
through its doors during the past 11 years alone.   

“I am pleased that the library district is able to continue investing in its facilities. The renovation of the 
Barkman Library is important for serving the neighborhood well,” Baca said. 

PCCLD and the Pueblo Library Foundation are currently raising funds for the renovations of the Barkman 
and Patrick A. Lucero libraries. The Building Community Together capital campaign, launched in July, 
aims to raise $2 million for the expansion and renovation of the two branch libraries. 

PCCLD is dedicated to serving as a foundation for the Pueblo community by offering welcoming, well 
equipped and maintained facilities, outstanding collections, and well-trained employees who provide 
expert service encouraging the joy of reading, supporting lifelong learning and presenting access to 
information from around the world. 
 
Stay up to date with PCCLD visit www.pueblolibrary.org and follow our social media pages. 
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