WHO KILLED |
MAGGIE HOEL?

I etter Writefmi'—di;*éheriﬁ Beaman
That He_&ows.

IDENTITY IS A MYSTERY

Officers Will Not Say Who Wrote
The Letter. oo

R V. SESE——Y.

Shegiff Beaman Bhas received p letter [black.who appgared nedr the Beatty|,

from some person whose identity he re- | home on the morning of the day the

fuses to divulge, to the effect that the 517l disappeared, and who was spoken

writer can furnish the sheriff with in-
formation that will lead to the cnmm--:-:
of the murderer of Maggie Hoel.

The lotter did not mention any names
or glve any impression as to whom the
writer referred as the murderer. It
made the bare statement that the writ-
er had in his possession information
that would give the officers a clue to
the person’ guilty of the atrocious
crime.

Sheriff Beaman was not inclined to
discuss the letter last night but he said
that the letter would be investigated.
He was positive in his refusal to give
the name of the writer for publication.
He said he had no impression from
reading the letter as to whom the mur-
derer was. That the communication
did not come from any ore in Pueblo he
also admitted. The fac: of the letter
being signed would certainly indicate
that it is genuine, or at least would
indicate the writer's belief in his state-
ments.

It is sald by some that the letter is
from a detective in an eastern city and
that it was received before the coro-
ner's inquest was held. Incidentally it
might be mentioned that the coroner's
office feels that information to which
the law entitled it was withheld, for
the letter was not presented to the
jury that investigated the death of the
girl at the time the inquest was in pro-
gress.

The mysterions woman in black is
becoming more closely connected” with
the case than ever and there is a belief |
among the officers that she was the|
wife of James utt, the man who was
engaged to m v the dead girl when
he had securcd a divorce from the oth-
er woman.

Scoutt’s wife was French, according
to witnesses who claim tp know,
witness has testified that the woman in

to by Maggie, talked very broken. A

| witness has also testified than in many

ways the woman in' black resembled

| Scoutt’s wife.

The missing man told a number of

| persons that the last he heard of his
| wife she

was in falt Lake City. No
woman bearing the name of Scoutt has

{lived in that city since 1888, according
! to the files of the city directory.

This
was ascertained by communication
with W. P. Cooper, manager of the R.
L. Polk Directory Publishing company
of Salt Lake.

It has also been developed that
Scoutt had mnever instituted divorce
proceedings against his wife, although
he had told not only Maggie but her
relatives as well, that he intended to do
80, when he commenced to g with the
girl months ago. It is said that he in-
tended to marry the girl some time ago
but postponed the wedding, It is said
however that he was getting his af-
fairs, financial and otherwise, straight-

| ened out.

Another development is that Scoutt's
whereabouts on the afternoon of the
girl's disappearance have not been sat-
istactorily accounted for. He was seen
about noon and about 5:30 in the even-
ing but where he was in the meantime
no one seems to know. The first he is
supposed to know of the disappearance
of the girl is when Charles Baty her
brother-in-law called him up at Bak-
er(“n gardens by telephone and told him
of it.

While these circumstances may seem
somewhat against Scoutt he is not con-
nected ‘with the girl's death by the of-
ficers or any one else as yet. It {s
rather unfortunate, however, that he
disappeared at the time he did, as he
might give satisfactory e¥planation of
the various things that are being talk-
ed of regarding him.

Mrs. Scoutt is also wanted fo show
where she was on the fatal afternoon,
and if the mysterious woman was not
she, it would stop what .aay become an

Al extended inquiry after her. The hack-

man might also come forward and re-

- | lieve a disagreeable suspicion as to his

mission in that neighborhood on the
Fynday in question. :

Scoutt's home is in Jackson, Mich.
He was about 43 years old and had
been in this section of the country for
a number of years, always bearing a

| good reputation. He left his wife at

Telluride, Colo., some years ago, and as
stated above, has glways sraid that he
last saw her in Balt ke. It was
claimed by one witness, however, that
Scoutt told him at one time that his

: wife had worked in the Chieftain office,
in this city. None of the heads of the
departments of the office recall any
‘woman employe svhose whereabouts
! they do not now know. James Longi-
{nottl, foreman of the bindery, had a
‘woman in his employ some years ago
. who was supposed to have been di-
!vorced, and as he remembers her, she
was a forelgner. This may have been
Mrs. Scoutt, if she ever worked in the
{office at all

! A warrant will be isshueld charging
i “John Doee” and “Richard Roe"” with
the murder on December 21, 1900, of
Maggie Hoel, but thiz is said to be
merely a precautionary measure so0
that if the officers receive any informas
{tion at any time ‘that might cause
them to want to make an arrest, they
can do so without looking up the dis-
trict attorney. Why they presume that
the persons they want are two men,
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unless. as the letter réceived by Sherift

. Beargm would Indicate, they have in-
‘formnlon that will ; rompt them in
making an arrest in the near future,

especially in view of the talk about the |
mysterious woman in black ig not clear
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