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DEALS DEATH
Fifteen Tons of White-Hot Metal Toppled in 

the Midst of Workmen.
THREEMEN DIE FROM BURNS
Horrible Accident at Steel Works Is Worst in

Many Years.
♦ >

DEAD. ♦
♦ .. ^

John Cnippclak, died In am- ♦
bu lance before reocblns hoapl- 4- 

4 lal. 4
T etc he LaiiUi. lUed ai ]iu«tiiUi 4 
4 a( 4:30 o'clock. 4
4 Lee Artnian, died at (:iS o'- 4 
4 clock. 4
4 INJURED. 4
4  4
4 Vlntll Trine, probably fatally. 4 
4 John Bolti, seiiona, but will 4 
4 retxivcr. . 4
4 Jamea Elite, severely burned 4 
4 hand, and face. 4
4 John ShURobIcb, face and ear 4 
4 badly burned. 4
4 Ceryl HeyrI, allRhtly bumad. ♦ 
4 Ed Bandera, burned about 4 
4 bands and arms. 4
4 Adam Delta, face burned. « 4
4 Thomaa Crowe, face and handa 4 
4 burned. 4
4 4

Aa a result of an accident at the 
steel works yesterday momlns at 10:20 
o'clock three men are dead, another l» 
hoverlne between life and death, end 
Mven others are aulferlnc with more 
or leas serious Injuries caused by bums 
on tbeir faces, hands and bodies.

The accident, wtilcb was the moat 
horrible that has occurred at the oteel 
works In years, sras In the new con­
verter. A ladle coniaininr about fif­
teen tons of hot metal, which was 
betas iranateired by means of a crane 
from the furnace to the mixer, where It

— ♦- . 4.. — 4«e earn .a/ ara; aar^e^oasaa vo*>k majaa

the contents were precipitatsd to the 
cround Ofty feet below, where the mol­
ten mesa poured IrHo a paddle of oil 
which had seeped from the machinery 
of the mixer. The oil Isnited and the 
flerce flames enveloped Trine, Artman. 
Lapicb and Cruppelak. who were on 
top of the mixer. They were dtrecQy 
In the path of the blaze and could not 
poaalbly have cscafied.

From the pme of the Upptns over of 
(he Ms ladle until the men on top of the
mixer received tto burnu'^a^g^
haled the flames ar4I fumas _____
caused their deaths, only one minute 
iod a half elapsed. To the others who 
saved themselves by falllns f>u:« down­
ward nn the platform which runs alons- 
slde of the mixer the brief period seem­
ed like hnurs. On the platform were 
Thomas Crowe, superintendent of the

converter: Adam Delta and James Da­
vidson. The latter escaped without In­
jury In any way. Mr. Crowe received 
severe burns on the hands and face, 
and Delu was slightly burned on the 
face.

The new converter, which has only 
recently been started, has not yet 
reached the stage of perfection In ev- 
CTy department, and yesterday mom- 
ln» for the first time the system of 
dumping the ladles of metal from the 
furnaces Into the mixer was tried. 
Four ladles of metal had been trans­
ferred successfuHr and It was Just at 
ihe moment the fifth wan about to be 
tipped Into tbe mixer when an acci­
dent to the machinery of the crane 
caused the ladle, to turn and deposit 
Its contents on the ground below. 
Realizing the danger they were thus 
suddenly confronted with a great cry of 
alarm went up from tbe men but be- 
fort> there was a chance to save them­
selves some of the unfortunates were 
In the midst of the flames.

With their clothing burned from their 
bodies shrieking with agony and In a 
state of panic the hum^ men ran to 
and fro on the platforms until they 
fell exhsiisi»t It was ihc rnort horrible 
and pitiful scene that has ever been 
witnessed at the Mlnner)ns pl.nt To 
his cool-headednesa Superintendent 
Thomas Crowe owes his life. When he 
saw the ladle tip he knew what the 
result would be. and yelling to the men 
who stood beside him to fall on their 
stomachs he did so himself, throwing 
both hands over his mouth to guard 
against inhaling tbe flames.

"it was a fearful period, that minute 
and a half, said the superintendent 
when seen Inst night, "and It seemed 
an awfully long time -to me. Lying 
fare downwa^ with my face covered 
WIIh uij iiumV and lUina I icit tnut i 
was reasonably safe, but It was an 
uncomfortable feeling when tha hot 
blast fanned my face."

Adam Deltz. who stood near Superin­
tendent Crowe, said: 'I had no busi­
ness on the platform, but like some of 
the others sras there to watch the op­
eration of the new converter. I saw 
Uie ladle tip and. not knowing what the 
conoequenesa would be, would have 
beeen among those fatall- burned if 
It liad not been for the dvlce given 
me by V.r. Crowe. I saUaflnd I 
owe my life to him, for nis advice to 
drop on my face Is all that saved roe. 
When the dangerous flames had died 
out I smM up, and the scene before 
me was pitiful. One man, 1 do not 
know who he was, with his clothing In 
flames, ran and threw his arms around 
me. Everybody was In a state xtf 
panic. Somebody turned a hose on one 
man that was burning."
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As fast oz possible the injured were 
ronveyed to the dispennary, and never 
before has the small emergency hospl- 
tu ^n the scene of such excitment. 
All but one of the Injured were In the 
dlzpenzarr at one time .and the doctors
were bMTOpere,! le »Hel-

lleve the Injured by a crowd of curious 
on-lookers. As soon as pimsibic tbe 
more seriously Injured were taken to 
the Mlnnoius hospital. John Cruppe- 
lak. an Austrian, was the first to suc- 
nimh, he having died In the ambulance . 
on the way to the hospital. Steve Ln:>- 
Ich. also an Austrian, wan the next to 
die. hiz death bavloa is.-mied abiiut 
six hours after the accident. I-eo Art- 
ninn, better known ns "Hartman." died 
at the hospital at 6:15 o'clock. At that 
hour Dr. Baker said that Virgil Trine, 
who Is assistant superintendent of the 
converter, was In a very bad condition, 
but some hopes were entertained of his 
recovery. Trine U a large man with 
great physical strength snd If he sur­
vives It will he on aecoiint of hts powe.-a 
of endurance. William Bolts, who was 
seriously burned on the hands, face and 
legs, was one of the live men taken to 
the MInnequu hospital of whom there 
were fcaia of drulh resulting from their 
burns, but he Is now considered out of 
danger snd edl! rceorer In a few weeis.

Hut little could be leurned of the 
family connections of the two Austrians 
who died, as Accident Clerk Guy Hum­
phrey had so many ceaes on his hands 
that he could not And the time to locate 
their relatives. Lee Artman was a fa­
miliar figure at the steel works. He 
was sn old man and had b»en emptoyed 
at tbe works for about ten yeora. At 
the time he re elved the burnif which 
resulret] In hla death he was a foreman 
of the cupola. His duties did not re­
quire his presence In the converter 
wnen me accident nappeneo, nut He 
thought he could be of sntne aervtee 
and volunteered to assist In some 
work which was being done on top of 
the mixer. Artman resided with hIS 
family In MInnequa Haights and as one 
of the old-time steel workers enjoyed 
the respect of n large circle )f ftienda.

Near the converter at the time the 
fatal accident occurred were. General 
Manager J. B. McKennan of the Mln- 
nequa;-wtilkii. Ahdltor >Fred Oarrorh 
and Harry Raven, chief timekeeper. 
They had Just been watching the work­
ings of the crane line, mixer from, a 
point-on Unt irround bc> ra-. and as If by 
preoipQltian all soddealF left .Mm dan­
gerous grounds Just In time (o save 
Ihemaelvea from fearful Injury, It not 
death.

- Coroner Fugard will have a jury era- - 
paneled and hold an Inquest today. Tho 
Ini-eatlgatlon will probably not be com­
menced until this Afternoon.

stake waa tt.600, and a crowd of 3.000 
witnessed the contest.
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