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Pueblo Library receives $500,000

to buy internet-accessible devices
They’re buying 500 laptops, 100 iPads, and nearly 300 mobile hotspots

PUEBLO — The
Pueblo City-County
Library just received
a $500,000 grant
from the federal
government to ex-
pand internet access
across the city. That
means they pur-
chased 500 laptops, 100 iPads, and nearly 300
mobile hotspots. Library cardholders can walk
in and check them out for up to one year.
“The good news about that is it serves Pueblo,
pueblo’s needs, we know that Pueblo’s not as
connected as some cities in Colorado,” says
Executive Director Sherri Baca.

According to Broadbandnow.com, there are
2,000 houses in Pueblo without access to wired
internet, and 11,000 houses don’t have access
to wired internet that’s at least 25mbps.

Baca says that having internet access is indis-
pensable in our modern-day life. It can people
help pay bills, learn new things, find a job,
improve their skills, find entertainment, and
countless other uses.

“The public library provides access to informa-
tion which I've spent many years working in
the human services realm, and | believe that
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information access is a human right, everyone
deserves the opportunity to connect into digital
resources,” says Baca.

Jasmine Saxon and Jessica Ericsson are the
owners of Community Connections LLC, a small
business in the archeology field hoping to dis-
cover new things in Colorado. For them, going
out to the dig sites can be difficult for process-
ing their research.

“We’ve definitely had to, | know | have, had

to go to the tiny little library in this mountain
town, and hopefully the coffee shop is open,”
said Ericsson.

“We go out and record everything, and we have
to come back and that’s why we’re here in the
library today to do that research,” continued
Saxon.

The two plan on utilizing the mobile hotspots to
help with their time in the field.

“I think it would take out those steps all the
time and just really allow us to have a holistic
research process out in the field, which would
be fabulous,” says Saxon.

If you'd like to register to become a Pueblo
Library cardholder, you can visit their website
here.

Watch KOAA News5 on your time, anytime with our free streaming
app available for your Roku, FireTV, AppleTV and Android TV. Just
search KOAA News5, download and start watching.
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Pueblo library district

receives $500K for internet

connected devices
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(PUEBLO, Colo.) — The Pueblo City-County
Library District (PCCLD) has received nearly
$500,000 to expand internet access in Pueblo
County, and said it is launching a wireless device
library.
According to PCCLD, thanks to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) Emergency
Connectivity Fund (ECF), the library district pur-
chased more than 885 Wi-Fi connected devices,
expanding the district’s digital resource collec-
tion by nearly 700 percent. Library patrons can
check out an internet connected device from
the newly created Device Library for up to four
months.
The recently purchased items include:

® 500 Chromebooks with built-in Wi-Fi con-

nectivity

® 200 Verizon Wi-Fi hotspots

¢ 85 T-Mobile Wi-Fi hotspots

¢ 100 iPads
PCCLD said prior to the ECF, there were 95 Wi-Fi
hotspots, 12 Chromebooks and eight tablets in
circulation between the district’s eight loca-
tions. In addition wireless devices, each library
location offers free Wi-Fi as well as desktop
computers.
“We are extremely proud to bring this size of
a broadband connectivity grant to the Pueblo
community,” said Sherri Baca, PCCLD executive
director. “This Emergency Connectivity Fund
award strengthens the library’s commitment to
providing internet access and electronic devices
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— an effort which reached its height during the
COVID-19 health pandemic and has continued
since. It is our goal to serve students and any-
one who wouldn’t have connectivity otherwise.”
PCCLD said patrons can check out an inter-
net-connected device from any library location
with a valid library card or school issued K-12
ConnectED library card.

PCCLD said the ECF is a $7.171 billion program
that provides schools and libraries the funds

to purchase digital devices needed for remote
learning. The fund provides relief to millions of
students, school staff and library patrons and
helps to close the homework gap for students
who lack Internet access or devices needed to
connect to virtual learning classrooms.
Congress authorized the ECF as part of the
American Rescue Plan of 2021. The district said
it plans to continue growing its digital collection
once the ECF monies are spent by joining with
community partners to aid in the purchase of
new devices.

During the early months of the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020, the district purchased more
than 250 Chromebooks thanks to a grand from
the Sperry S. and Ella Graber Packard Fund for
Colorado. Eligible students in Pueblo County re-
ceived the devices in order to help them shift to
an online learning environment. More than 100
Wi-Fi hotspots were also purchased and given
to families of students without home internet.


https://www.koaa.com/news/covering-colorado/pueblo-library-receives-500-000-to-buy-internet-accessible-devices
https://www.koaa.com/news/covering-colorado/pueblo-library-receives-500-000-to-buy-internet-accessible-devices
https://www.koaa.com/news/covering-colorado/pueblo-library-receives-500-000-to-buy-internet-accessible-devices
https://www.fox21news.com/news/local/pueblo-library-district-receives-500k-for-internet-connected-devices/
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Pueblo City-County Library District receives
nearly $500K to expand internet access

PCCLD

PUEBLD, Colo. (KRDO) -- The Pueblo City-County Library District {PCCLD) received
nearly $500,000 to expand internet access in the county,

According to library officials, the PCCLD recelved the maney from the Federal
Communications Commission (FOC) Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF), Thanks to
the funds, the library district purchased more than B85 Wi-Fi-connected devices,
expanding the district’s digital résource callection by nearly 700%,

"We are extremely prowd to bring this size of a broadband connectivity grant to the
Pueblo communily, This Emergency Conneclivily Fund award strengthens the
library's commitment to providing internet access and electronic devices — an effort
which reached its helght during the COVID-19 health pandemic and has continued
since, It is our goal to serve students and anyone who wouldn't have connectivity
otherwise,” Sherr Baca, PCCLD executive director said,

The library was able to purchase:

« 500 Chremebosks with built-in Wi-Fi connectivity
« 200 Verizon Wi-Fi hotspots

= 85 T-Maobile Wi-Fi hotspats

= 100 iPads

Library patrons can check out internet-connected devices from the Device Library
for up to four months. Patrans can check out an internet-connected device from
any library location with a valid POCLD library card or school-issued K=12
ConnectED library cand.

For mare information on the FCCLE, click here.


https://krdo.com/top-stories/2023/02/01/pueblo-city-county-library-district-receives-nearly-50k-to-expand-internet-access/
https://krdo.com/top-stories/2023/02/01/pueblo-city-county-library-district-receives-nearly-50k-to-expand-internet-access/
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i-lave "yuur cake and eat it, too: Here
are 13 things to do in Pueblo Feb. 3-16
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Tuesday, Feb. 7

Josephine Baker Chautauqua at Pueblo Community
College

Huoag Theater goo W, Orman Ave. | & pam. | Actor/=cholsr Becky Stone
will poriray Joscephine Baker, who was o world-renowned performer, World
War FTspw and civil righis activist, The progrem is part of Black History Month
celebrations hosted by the Pueblo Ciy-County Librry Disteicl, The event s free
and apen Lo the public

Saturday, Feb. 11

Chess Tournament at Rawlings Public Library

i B, Abriendo Ave. | 9 a.m. registration, 1o:15 o.m. first game | The
Vialentine's Day Open iz an pnraled timed chess ovmament. The club his sone
board sets, but parficipants might wanlt 1o bring their own sguiipment. Winners
will be awarded 540 for first, $20 for second and 515 for third. Cost 15 a 810
eniry fise, The Puehlo Chess Clib misels every :'I-III::':EII.:'. ekt fram 5 o B:go pim
al the George L Willams Favilion, the sdnibpistratbon bailding next o the
foumtain in City Park, Boo Gomslnight Ave. There are no dues, fees oF

memberships
Thursday, Feb. 16

History of The Dry at El Pueblo History Museum

300 M. Union Aves | 6 pom, | Learn abowt the history of a farming
eommmumity founded by Alvican-American homestesiders South of
Maneanola. Hear fnom Alice (Craig) MeDsonald of Manesanola, one of te st
loea] descendants of the original settlers of The Dre, which eonsisted primartly of
Black settlers but also included limited numbers of white homesteaders who were

already there. This event is free and open to the public,
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Pueblo YMCA introduces

community weekends

(PUEBLO, Colo.) — The YMCA of
Pueblo announced it is welcoming
the public with Community Week-
ends in 2023. Prospective members
of the YMCA will have the oppor-
tunity to try the YMCA and learn
more about the organization.

The YMCA of Pueblo has been
serving the Pueblo community

for 134 years. The Pueblo YMCA
offers two functional fitness spaces,
three indoor swimming pools, two
full-size indoor basketball courts, a
public Pueblo City-County Library
branch, 30+ group exercise classes,
a 44-foot rock climbing wall, and
more.

On Community Weekends, the
Pueblo YMCA will offer guests the
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opportunity to purchase day passes
without needing to be accompa-
nied by an active YMCA member,
allowing guests to try the YMCA
without a commitment.

“This is the next phase of the Y
opening our facility to the public,”
says Kelly J Martinez, Senior Mem-
bership Experience Director. “We
have been preparing ourselves for
this moment since COVID restric-
tions started to ease off during
summer 2021.”

Community Weekends will occur
the first Friday weekend of each
month. More information about
Community Weekends and day
passes can be found on the Pueblo
YMCA website.
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http://chieftain.com/story/entertainment/2023/02/02/things-to-do-in-pueblo-black-history-first-friday-car-show/69860075007/
https://www.fox21news.com/top-stories/pueblo-ymca-introduces-community-weekends/
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Let's talk business: Boreas Camper
put to the test in Utah; free tax filing
event approaches

The Puchio Chieftain
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Nominations sought for Pueblo’s outstanding women

The Pueblo City-County Library District is accepting nominations through 5 p.m.
The annual awards honor those women who have made important contributions to
the community and celebrates the roles they have plaved, both large and small, in
Pueblo’s history.

An in-person awards luncheon will be held at 11 a.m. March 31 at Rawlings Public
Library, 100 E. Abriendo Ave. All honorees will receive an “Outstanding Woman of
zo23” handmade ceramic art piece

Nominations can be submitted online at pueblolibrary. org/outstandingwomen.
Print forms can be mailed or delivered to Rawlings Library, attention Sara
Schwartz, 100 K. Abriendo Ave., Puchlo, CO, 1004,

Pueblo City-County Library District expands internet
access for users

A Federal Communications Commission Emergency Connectivity Fund grant of
nearly $500,000 has enabled the library district to purchase more than B85 WiFi
connected devices, expanding the districet’s digital resource collection by nearly
TO0 %,

Library patrons can check out a device for up to four months, The library alzo has
500 Chromebooks with built-in WiFi, 285 mobile hotspots and 100 iPads.

“We are extremely proud to bring this size of a broadband connectivity grant to the
Pueblo community. It is our goal to serve students and anvone who wouldn't have
connectivity otherwise,” said Sherri Baca, library executive director.
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Pueblo City-County Library District

celebrates Black History Month through free
events
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PUEBLD, Colg. (KRDO} — The Puebls City-County Library District is celebrating
Black History Month with free events and programs.

Babow are just some of the months the community can enjoy for free at PCCLD
during February,

Black History Live! Josephine Baker Chautauqua

# This stalewide tour features the living-history portrayal by nationally-acclaimed
schodar and actor Becky Stone of Josephine Baker, a warld-renowned
performer, Waorld 'War 11 spy, and civil rights activist, The presentation will be
Todlowed by & question and pnswer sesgion, frsk with the charactér Josephineg
Baker, and then with acter Becky Stone,

= AL & p.m, Tuesday, Feb. 7 at Hoag Theater on the Pueblo Community College
campus 900 W. Grman Ave.

= This event 5 recommendead for apes 15 and oloer

Artist Talk with David C. Russel Jr.

= David C. Russell Ir. will discuss significant Black American photagraphers and
relate their struggles to produce, display, and sell their work,

= 5 p.om, on Wednesday, Feb, 15 a1 Pueblo West Library, 298 5, Jo¢ Martingz
Blvd. Pueblp West

= Ages 1B and oldes

History of The Dry

# Leamn about the history of a farming community founded by African-Amerncan
homesteadars located south of Manzanola, Alice (Craig) McDaonald of
Manzanols 5 one of the 13k leal descendants of the ariginal settiers of The
Dry, which consisted primarily of Black settlers but also included numbers of
white hamesteaders whio were already there. Hear fram McDonald about her
tirme and experence living 8t The Dry. Co-spantored by El Puehla History
Museum and History Colorado.

= B p.m. on Thursday, Feb, 16 at El Pueblo History Museumn, 301 M. Union Ave,
Black History Month Speaker = Lucllle Corsenting

= Lucille Corsenting discusses notable African American graveas in Rosalawn
Cematery’s historical section.

» Refreshments will be provided,

= 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Feis. 22 at Barkman Branch Library, 1300 Jerry Murphy
Rl

AN pges

Be Inspired By Five African-American Artists Who Helped Hlluminate the
Artworld Through Thelr Perspective

= Journey through the lives of Influential Black artists Augusta Savage, Jacab
Lawrence, Gorden Parks, Jean-Michel Basquiat, and Kara Walker. Understand
their creativity, their struggle, and how their artwork inspired the next
generatbons of Black artists. Taught by Roncalli STEM Academy teacher Freda
Hancack,

# 11 a.m.-1 pom. on Fridey, Feb. 24 at Poebio West Branch Library, 298 5. Jog
Martiner Blwd, Peeblo West

= A Supplies are pravided,
# Registration |s required for this event call {719) 562-5600 or click here.
« All pges

Creative Space at Lucero Branch Library

s Aler-school art workshops inspired by the work of 20th-century artist Jean-
Michet Basguiat.

« 3-5 p.m., Every Wednesday, at Lucers Branch Library, 1315 E. 7th St
» Recommended for ages 17 and younger.

These are just 8 few of the Black History moanth programs avadable for free at
PCCLD. For more Black History Month programs, click hese

Article Topic Fallaws: Mows



https://krdo.com/news/2023/02/06/pueblo-city-county-library-district-celebrates-black-history-month-through-free-events/

Pueblo library closing to clean meth
residue in restrooms

ENTERTAIMNMENT

Things to Do in Pueblo Feb. 24-March
8: Black history, music, art and
Broadway theater

‘ Tracy Harmon The Pueblo Chicftain

Friday, Feb. 24

Be Inspired By Five Black Artists at Pueblo West Branch

Library
B
298 8. Joe Martinez Blvd. | 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Journey through the lives Putshed: Fol 2, 2009 af 8O0 AM MET | Lindoted: 3 hiows
of influential Black artists Augusta Savage, Jacob Lawrence, Gordon Parks, hare on Facebook Email This Link Share on Twitier Share on Pinesest Share on Linkedin
Jean-Michel Basquiat and Kara Walker. Learn about their ereativity and struggles PUEBLES, Cola. (KETV « A Brandh. of the Pusbia Citv-Cou o L " 2
from Roncalli STEM Academy teacher Freda Hancock. All supplies are providex. b handle meth residue detected n the public restrooms
Registration is required by calling 719-562-5600 or visit pucblohbracy.org. | . | i
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Pueblo library closes to clean meth
residue in restrooms
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Barkman Branch Library in the Puablo City-Cownty Library District. Jan. 2015

Barkman Library in Pueblo closes due to meth residue

By Andrea Chakin
Feb. 24, 2023, 1:41 pm

A branch of the Pueblo City-County Library District is closing Monday due to the presence of
methamphetaming, The Barkman Branch Library in northeast Pueblo 1s the latest in a string
of libraries across the Front Range to temporanly close due to meth residue.

According to the district, initial screenings of the facility’s public bathrooms came after a recent
uptick in drug use there. Resulis showed levels higher than what the state considers safe. The
risk to the public, they said, is low.

The district hasn't tested any other branches but will continue to monitor reported drug use.

Cleanup and retesting will keep Barkman Library closed, likely through the end of the week. All
other locations in the Pueblo City-County Library District remain open.


https://www.cpr.org/2023/02/24/barkman-library-pueblo-closes-due-to-meth-residue/

NewsBank

Barkman library in Puchle o close far cleasup - - Pueble Chieftain, The (000 - Febraary 868, 2033 - page Al
Feoriiary 26, 2023 | Pusbio Csftale, The (C0} | jruslb® Perer Puetio Chisfuin | Fage &1

The Barkman branch of the Pueblo Ciy-County Library Dastrict will close starting Monday after test
screenings showed methamphetaming residwe present in the branch's bathrooms.

Fresh Start Enwiranmmental will start remediation effarts on Monday to remowse that residue and the branch
will be closed through Saturday next week.

The library district will 2gain test for methamphetamine residue after the cheaning s complete and reopen
the branch once it receives clearance from a specialist that no residue is detected in those samples, said Nick
Potter, PCCLD's director of community relations.

In january, the library district began its own in-house (esting and cleaning at the Barkman branch, Potter said,
Staff could detect a "smaky, chamical smell® in the bathrooms, he said.

PCCLD then reached out to a testing company, All-Phase Environmental Consultants, on Jan, 26 to conduct
further testing after noticing an uptick in staff reports detailing drug use within the men's and women's
bathrooms at the Barkman branch

The library district and the consulting company in their screenings for methamphetamine contamination in
the Barkman branch's bathrooms found samples that were abowve the .10 micrograms per 100 centimeter
standard set by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Ervironment, the library district said in a news
release,

Paotter sakd that standand is being used as a reference as it s inclusive to residential bulkdings and properties,
CDPHE does not have methamphetamine testing regulations that apply to commercial bulkdings.

PLCLD also sakd in the release that there i5 "ndindication at thes time that indnsduals who have Been in the
library and its restrooms in recent weeks face significant health risks.” However, people who have visited the
branch recently and are experiencing headache, nausea, dizziness and fatizue 3€" each a symptom of
exposure o low levels of methamphetamine contamination S€" should consull their health care provider, the
library district said,

Sherri Baca, executive director for PCCLD, said in the news release that testing at the Barkman Library for
methamphetaming contamination started "based on recent, elevated incidents of drug use at that ocaticn.”

“We are following the recommendations of the ermironmental testing company and COPHE and have
engaged a state certified company to complete the remediation, "Baca said, “While we befieve the risks to
public health are low at the levels tested at the Barkman Library, we are committed to protecting public
health in taking these steps.”

Potter said as of Feb. 24, no other PLCCLD branches have been tested or reported instances of drug use within
the facilities, but the library district will conduwct an "ongoing, active review™ of each of those locations and test
them as needed. Those locathons will remain open,

Because CDPHE does nat regulate methamphetamine testing at commercial facilities, it hasn't directed
PCCLD to start remediation efforts, Potter said,

"This is something that the library district is really taking upon Rsell,” Potter said.

PCCLD said in the release it is working with the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment to
address the contamination. The librany district has spent abowt $6,500 a5 of Feb. 24 to conduct cleaning and
testing at the Barkman branch, Potter said, with each round af cleaning and testing costing roughly $1,000.

Paotter said library staff at the Barkman branch in recent weeks have begun to request a library card or some
form of identification so they can better track who's using the bathroom and how long they're in them. That
policy has not been extended to other PCCLD branches but is something that could be implemented if similar
situations ocour a those locations, he said,

"That's a litthe bit invasive, so we'd really like to not have to do that in all of our facilities,” Potter zaid.

The Barkman branch is the latest of several public libraries along the Front Range to temporarily close in
recent months following reports of methamphetamine contamination at those facilities. Libraries in Boulder,

Englewood, Littheton, Arvada and Colorado Springs hawe ternporarily closed for that reasaon.,

Potter sald the closuwre Im Boulder, which was the first, prompted other Front Range libraries to start doing
theeir o besting.

“This was something that a lot of public libraries didn’t know about,” Potter said. “Testing is a big part of (why
these libraries are termpararily closing).”

Potter said it would be a "major expense” to FOCLD 1o test every bathroom at each of its branches at this
time, but that it will monitor and test if incident reports pile up at a specific location,

Chieftain reporter josue Perez can be reached at JHPerez@gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter
EjosuspnTibes,

Copyright, 201 Pueblo Chiefiaim, The, Al Righis Reered
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Barkman Library closed due to meth contamination

ing L The library district has engaged a state-certified company to complete remediation and is
following recommendations of the environmental testing company as well as COPHE. Library
SHARE district officials are also working closely with the Pueblo Department of Public Health and
Environment (PDPHE),

(PUEBLO, Colo.) — The Barkman Branch Library will be closed and will remain closed for the The Barkman Library will remain closed until remediation work and retesting show clearance
remainder of the week for methamphetamine residue remediation starting Monday, Feb. 27. test results. It will reopen on the earliest possible date, said PCCLD.
In January 2023, Pueblo City-County Library District (PCCLD) began to conduct initial All other PCCLD locations will remain open at this time.

screenings for methamphetamine contamination of the restrooms at the Belmont-area library
branch located at 1200 Jerry Murphy Road.

Screaning results showed the presence of methamphetamine residue prasaent in public
restrooms. Samples were above the .10 micrograms per 100-centimeter standard set by the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE),

"We have tested the Barkman Library based on recent, elevated incidents of drug use at that
location,” said Sherri Baca PCCLD's execulive director. "While we believe the nisks to public
health are low at the levels tested at the Barkman Library, we are committed to protecting
public health in taking these steps.”

At this time, there is no indication individuals who have been in the library and its restrooms in
recent weeks face significant health risks, per PCCLD. Symptoms of exposure to low levels of

methamphetamine contamination can include:

Headache

MNausea

L

Dizziness

#

Fatigue

Recent visitors of the library expenencing any of these symptoms should consult their

healthcare practitioner.


https://www.fox21news.com/news/barkman-library-closed-due-to-meth-contamination/
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Barkman Library in Pueblo to close due to
meth contamination

ERDO

PUEBLO, Colo. (KRDQ) — The Barkman branch library will be closed starting Feb.
27 and will remain closed for the week due to methamphetamine residue
remediation, according to the Pueble City-County Library District.

PCCLD said on Jan. 26, they began screening for methamphetamine contamination
of the restrooms at the Belmont-area library branch, located at 1300 Jerry Murphy
Rd.

"The library district’s goal is to maintain safe and comfortable public library
buildings. We have tested the Barkman Library based on recent, elevated incidents
of drug use at that location. We are following the recommendations of the
environmental testing company and COPHE and have engaged a state-certified
company to complete the remediation. While we believe the risks to public health
are low at the levels tested at the Barkman Library, we are committed to protecting
public health in taking these steps,” Sherri Baca PCCLD's executive director said.

The screenings showed the presence of methamphetamine residue present in the
public bathrooms. Bathroom samples were above the .10 micrograms per 100-
centimeter standard as set by the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment (COPHE).

According to the PCCLD, Colorado laws dealing with methamphetamine testing
cover residential buildings and properties only. The PCCLD said the CDPHE doesn't
have regulations for commercial-use buildings at this time. That means current
residential standards are used as a reference to determine if meth levels are
elevated.

Remediation work will be completed by Fresh-5tart Environmental and retesting will
keep the Barkman Library closed until the clearance test results are received.
PCCLD said they will reopen the branch as soon as possible,

All other PCCLD locations remain opean at this time.


https://krdo.com/news/2023/02/24/barkman-library-in-pueblo-to-close-due-to-meth-contamination/

According to hbrary representatives, there 15 no present mdication that
&ﬁ“ﬁﬂg individuals who have been to the hibrary or its restrooms face any sigmificant

health nsks.
Meth contamination temporarily closes another southern Colorado library

, i The closure of the Barkman Library in Pueblo follows the closure of
ABBEY SOUKLIP abby soukupdiigazetie com  Felb 24 2020 Updated Feb 24, 2023 Comments

A branch of the Pueblo City-County Library District will temporarily close
in order 1o handle meth residue detected in restrooms, joming the st of

libraries along Colorado's Front Range affected by meth contamination.

The Barkman Library at 1300 Jerry Murphy Road will close for a week.,
according to a press release from the Pueblo City-County Library Distnicr,

Aleth comtamination aroond Colorado Springs: Icould be everywhiere

By Debbic Kelley debbee kelleyii paectie, com

The library will be closed starting Monday, according to library officials,
and will remain closed for the week. Library officials said imibal screenings
conducted at the branch mn late January showed the presence of meth residue
above the state standard of . 10 micrograms per 100 centimeters, set by the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.

Library officials smd that immediate action was taken m response 1o these

initial screenings to ensure the well-being and safety of library patrons and
staff,

“The library district’s goal 15 to maintamn safe and comfortable public library
buildings. We have tested the Barkman Library based on recemt, elevated
ingidents of drug use at that location,” Sherm Baca, executive director of the
distnct, smd. "We are following the recommendations of the environmental
testing company and CDPHE and have engaged a state-certified company 1o
complete the remediation. While we believe the risks to public health are
low at the levels wested at the Barkman Library, we are committed to
protecting public health in taking these steps.”

Penrose Library branch Pikes Peak Library District after initial screenmngs of

restrooms tested above the state's maximum threshold for meth residue.

Several restrooms in two of three Pikes Peak Library District branches
swabbed earhier this month 1n the 13-branch Pikes system showed meth

residue, officials recently announced.

Penrose Library in downtown Colorado Springs joined a list of at least four
other libranes in Colorado in recent months that temporanly shuttered due
to meth contamimation, meluding one in Littleton that was scheduled to

reopen this week after being closed for more than a month.

Library officials said previously that findings from the other Colorado
lihramies 15 what prompted the screenings at Barkman Library and PPLD

locations,

Boulder Main Library, the first library to close m December because of
meth contamination, found traces of the drug in seating areas and

bathrooms, including on a baby changing table, the library reported.

Health risks from shori-term penedic exposure from absomption through the
skin or even putting hands to mouth after touching a surface that has residue

are low, officials say.

“"The good thing is that the way bathrooms are constructed 15 yvou have an
exhaust vennilation system that goes directly outside," said Mike Van
Dwvke, an industrial hygremst and associate professor at the Colorade School
of Public Health at the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus in
Awrora, "You're not distnbuting this methamphetamime acrosol throughout
the facility, and the surfaces that are most highly contaminated are those

surfaces that you're not gomng to touch.™


https://gazette.com/news/public-safety/meth-contamination-temporarily-closes-another-southern-colorado-library/article_6ddf0d1c-b463-11ed-b635-d7c05b37962c.html



