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Pueblo Library receives $500,000
to buy internet-accessible devices
They’re buying 500 laptops, 100 iPads, and nearly 300 mobile hotspots

PUEBLO — The 
Pueblo City-County 
Library just received 
a $500,000 grant 
from the federal 
government to ex-
pand internet access 
across the city. That 
means they pur-

chased 500 laptops, 100 iPads, and nearly 300 
mobile hotspots. Library cardholders can walk 
in and check them out for up to one year.
“The good news about that is it serves Pueblo, 
pueblo’s needs, we know that Pueblo’s not as 
connected as some cities in Colorado,” says 
Executive Director Sherri Baca.
According to Broadbandnow.com, there are 
2,000 houses in Pueblo without access to wired 
internet, and 11,000 houses don’t have access 
to wired internet that’s at least 25mbps.
Baca says that having internet access is indis-
pensable in our modern-day life. It can people 
help pay bills, learn new things, find a job, 
improve their skills, find entertainment, and 
countless other uses.
“The public library provides access to informa-
tion which I’ve spent many years working in 
the human services realm, and I believe that 

information access is a human right, everyone 
deserves the opportunity to connect into digital 
resources,” says Baca.
Jasmine Saxon and Jessica Ericsson are the 
owners of Community Connections LLC, a small 
business in the archeology field hoping to dis-
cover new things in Colorado. For them, going 
out to the dig sites can be difficult for process-
ing their research.
“We’ve definitely had to, I know I have, had 
to go to the tiny little library in this mountain 
town, and hopefully the coffee shop is open,” 
said Ericsson.
“We go out and record everything, and we have 
to come back and that’s why we’re here in the 
library today to do that research,” continued 
Saxon.
The two plan on utilizing the mobile hotspots to 
help with their time in the field.
“I think it would take out those steps all the 
time and just really allow us to have a holistic 
research process out in the field, which would 
be fabulous,” says Saxon.
If you’d like to register to become a Pueblo 
Library cardholder, you can visit their website 
here.
____
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(PUEBLO, Colo.) — The Pueblo City-County 
Library District (PCCLD) has received nearly 
$500,000 to expand internet access in Pueblo 
County, and said it is launching a wireless device 
library.
According to PCCLD, thanks to the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) Emergency 
Connectivity Fund (ECF), the library district pur-
chased more than 885 Wi-Fi connected devices, 
expanding the district’s digital resource collec-
tion by nearly 700 percent. Library patrons can 
check out an internet connected device from 
the newly created Device Library for up to four 
months.
The recently purchased items include:

• 500 Chromebooks with built-in Wi-Fi con-
nectivity
• 200 Verizon Wi-Fi hotspots
• 85 T-Mobile Wi-Fi hotspots
• 100 iPads

PCCLD said prior to the ECF, there were 95 Wi-Fi 
hotspots, 12 Chromebooks and eight tablets in 
circulation between the district’s eight loca-
tions. In addition wireless devices, each library 
location offers free Wi-Fi as well as desktop 
computers.
“We are extremely proud to bring this size of 
a broadband connectivity grant to the Pueblo 
community,” said Sherri Baca, PCCLD executive 
director. “This Emergency Connectivity Fund 
award strengthens the library’s commitment to 
providing internet access and electronic devices 

— an effort which reached its height during the 
COVID-19 health pandemic and has continued 
since. It is our goal to serve students and any-
one who wouldn’t have connectivity otherwise.”
PCCLD said patrons can check out an inter-
net-connected device from any library location 
with a valid library card or school issued K-12 
ConnectED library card.
PCCLD said the ECF is a $7.171 billion program 
that provides schools and libraries the funds 
to purchase digital devices needed for remote 
learning. The fund provides relief to millions of 
students, school staff and library patrons and 
helps to close the homework gap for students 
who lack Internet access or devices needed to 
connect to virtual learning classrooms.
Congress authorized the ECF as part of the 
American Rescue Plan of 2021. The district said 
it plans to continue growing its digital collection 
once the ECF monies are spent by joining with 
community partners to aid in the purchase of 
new devices.
During the early months of the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020, the district purchased more 
than 250 Chromebooks thanks to a grand from 
the Sperry S. and Ella Graber Packard Fund for 
Colorado. Eligible students in Pueblo County re-
ceived the devices in order to help them shift to 
an online learning environment. More than 100 
Wi-Fi hotspots were also purchased and given 
to families of students without home internet.
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(PUEBLO, Colo.) — The YMCA of 
Pueblo announced it is welcoming 
the public with Community Week-
ends in 2023. Prospective members 
of the YMCA will have the oppor-
tunity to try the YMCA and learn 
more about the organization.
The YMCA of Pueblo has been 
serving the Pueblo community 
for 134 years. The Pueblo YMCA 
offers two functional fitness spaces, 
three indoor swimming pools, two 
full-size indoor basketball courts, a 
public Pueblo City-County Library 
branch, 30+ group exercise classes, 
a 44-foot rock climbing wall, and 
more.
On Community Weekends, the 
Pueblo YMCA will offer guests the 

opportunity to purchase day passes 
without needing to be accompa-
nied by an active YMCA member, 
allowing guests to try the YMCA 
without a commitment.
“This is the next phase of the Y 
opening our facility to the public,” 
says Kelly J Martinez, Senior Mem-
bership Experience Director. “We 
have been preparing ourselves for 
this moment since COVID restric-
tions started to ease off during 
summer 2021.”
Community Weekends will occur 
the first Friday weekend of each 
month. More information about 
Community Weekends and day 
passes can be found on the Pueblo 
YMCA website.
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