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A new PJ's Coffee will soon open at the Robert Hoag Rawlings Public Library in downtown Pueblo, bringing the

Steel City in line with a national trend among libraries that offer beverages and food as part of their

amenities.

Cafe owner Renee Prutchsaid she and her staff of nine are "very excited" about the new cafe, which should

be fully open within a couple of weeks.

"We are super excited about it," said Jon Walker, executive director for the Pueblo City-County Library District.

"In today's world people love amenities and it is not uncommon for libraries to be trending toward offering

coffee and light refreshments."

The Boulder Public Library and another Denver suburb already offer coffee cafes in their main branches.

Walker said when he worked in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the main library had a Starbucks.

In order to run the new location, Prutch decided to close the PJ's Coffee at 922 E. Hailey Lane, Unit D, in

Pueblo West. The library coffee shop, located just to the left of the front door at the Rawlings Library, 100 E.

Abriendo Ave., will offer everything the Pueblo West shop had, from coffee drinks, teas and smoothies to

breakfast and lunch sandwiches, croissants, bagels and muffins.

Prutch said she bid for the opportunity to open the library coffee shop back when library staff first started

remodeling the Rawlings branch.

"It has been neat and fun to see the whole process. The Rawlings Library is beautiful, and with the new design

and layout, to be a part of this amazing facility is so exciting for us," Prutch said.

Cafe patrons will be able to sit in the lobby area adjacent to the cafe, which is set up with tables and chairs.

Walker said the newspapers and magazines have been moved close to the cafe so "it will be really convenient

to browse through them or read a book, as you can sort of imagine, and have a coffee."

"There's a lot of comfortable seating and it's just a lovely space for light conversation, studying or sharing

information," Walker said.

The library's expansion is about 80% complete, Walker said.

Another part of the remodel will be a brand new InfoZone, which will chronicle the history of the human

record, from Indigenous rock art to modern day digital information technology. There also will be new

meeting rooms, and PJ's will have the option to cater events like breakfast meetings.

Prutch said it has been a fun experience to help design the cafe, from the equipment to electric and plumbing

specifications.An added perk for PJ's is "to be able to take advantage of support from the library's security,

information technology and janitorial departments," Prutch said.

In return, the library will collect some lease revenue from the cafe to help cover its costs, Walker said.

Once PJ's Coffee shop opens, its hours will be will be 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6

p.m. Friday and Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday.

The coffee shop will open earlier, at 7 a.m., once its staff gets settled in. Prutch said she will have two baristas

working each shift.

"I anticipate it's going to be a great location for us," she said, pointing out that a PJ's parking spot near the

front door will also allow for quick pick-ups of to-go orders.
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PUEBLO — The Pueblo Library District is showing progress on upgrades 
thanks to a voter-approved bond from 2019.

So far, the district has made improvements at the Downtown Library which 
include, a new children’s area and info-zone museum, along with creating a 
mobility plaza outside the library.

“This is really going to be Colorado’s coolest library it is a beautiful space 
with tons to offer and really something that isn’t going to be rivaled in the 
state’ said Nick Potter of Pueblo City-County Library District, ‘so it is exciting 
to see people come into the library see what our plans are and that they are 
coming into fruition and know that is in their community.”

So far, more than 10,000,000 dollars has been spent on improvements at 
the downtown library. Work is expected to be done by the end of the year.

Early next year, the district plans to start work at the east side and Belmont 
libraries.

_____

Watch KOAA News5 on your time, anytime with our free streaming app available for your Roku, FireTV, Ap-
pleTV and Android TV. Just search KOAA News5, download and start watching. Copyright 2022 Scripps Media, 
Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

https://www.koaa.com/news/covering-colorado/pueblos-downtown-library-gets-an-upgrade
https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2022/09/27/pueblo-colorado-american-rescue-plan-act-funds-breakdown-where-spent-so-far/69514354007/


https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2022/09/27/pueblo-colorado-american-rescue-plan-act-funds-breakdown-where-spent-so-far/69514354007/

