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that both groups continue to do the hard work of finding a Pueblo solution.”

As it's apparently back to the proverbial drawing board, Flores said he has no "Plan
B" at the present time.

"The library's decision does frustrate me," Flores said, adding that the board of
trustees may have viewed the situation as the city handing over a "hot potato."

"I don't know where we go from here," he said. "I will have to go back to city
council and let them know my first stab didn't work."

The library district, Walker added, will fulfill its designated role "as a foundation to
the Pueblo community, offering welcoming and open facilities, encouraging the joy
of reading, supporting lifelong learning and presenting access to information from
around the world.

"The library serves as a place for the free and open exchange of ideas. It is our hope
that the city and citizens of Pueblo develop an equitable and well-considered
resolution to this complex issue."

Chieftain reporter Jon Pompia can be reached by email at
jpompia@chieftain.com or at twitter.com/jpompia.






The Pueblo City-County Library District has reopened in phases for the health and
safety of the community, but there is still concern lingering as the number of
coronavirus cases locally spikes.

Sherri Baca, associate executive director of the library district described its
approach for reopening as a conservative and cautious.

“We closed with everybody else around mid-March, then we brought our staff back
around the end of April — we didn’t open our buildings to public access until mid-
June,” Baca said. “Prior to that, in early May, we began accepting materials once
again in our book drops and we initiated curbside pick up for library check outs.
So, early on we were back in the swing of things.”

During the time that the library was closed to the public though, the community
was still utilizing the resources it provides digitally — audiobooks, e-books,
streaming movies, and participating in virtual programs.

When the library opened in mid-June, the public was able to begin using the
computers within the building, and by the end of June, people could browse and
check out books.

Now, the library is what Baca said in phase 4.1 where it is back to normal operating
hours and individuals are permitted to be in the library for one hour a day.

The use of the library’s digital resources has remained steady despite reopening the
building to the public because people have been hesitant to return. But Baca said
the librarians adapted, offering online virtual programs daily.

“People are just not as willing to come into the building as they were before. So, we
are offering both in person service and if people are just not able or willing to come
in at this point, they can do a lot online,” Baca added. “So, you can catch a program
while it’s happening in real time, and there’s also an on-demand link so you can
look at it later.”

With the increasing number of cases of COVID-19 in Pueblo, Baca said there is
concern amongst library staff, but they are prepared.

“We’re preparing our teams now for the potential that we may have to step back,”
Baca noted. “Of course, the public health orders will dictate that, so we're pretty
nimble at this point. We've already created the processes and the plans, so we
would be able to step back down to the level the Pueblo Department of Health and
Environment will require. It will be a process and we’re willing and ready to do
that — we would hope not to have to, but it’s the virus that dictates what the needs
are and we want to make sure that our visitors and our staff are safe.”

Baca said for now, the library’s greatest message is that at this point in time the
libraries are open, but noted the importance of the one hour time limit per
individual.

“According to the variance for Pueblo County, individuals are allowed in the
building for one hour a day,” Baca said. “But books are available, we have public
use computers available, and lots of electronic resources that will continue to be
available. So, at this point we’re really happy to be open our normal hours, but we
will be sharing of course if that changes with any of the health orders moving
forward.”

Chieftain reporter Alexis Smith can be reached by email at asmith@chieftain.com
or on Twitter @smith_ alexis27.






In a statement, the board of trustees said the library district "does not view the
city’s proposal as a proper role for the library."

"However, it must be clearly stated that the library district supports social justice,
racial equality, and community harmony, and supports a peaceful resolution to the
controversy and stands ready to help both within its means and within the mission
of the institution," according to a statement issued following the decision.

Flores, who expressed disappointment with that decision, addressed the issue
during Monday's City Council meeting.

He said that together with Fred Galves, the mediator hired by the city to broker a
resolution, "We brought the football down to the one-yard line."

"I was not very happy that the library district made the decision that they wanted
no part of this," Flores said.

"Because I really feel that they are part of the community and should have helped
the city in moving this forward."

The failure of mediation to break the stalemate between pro- and anti-Columbus
monument groups leaves the future of the 115-year-old piazza in doubt.

"So where do we go from here?," Flores offered Monday. "I'm giving it some
thought. There might be some other opportunities to maybe solve this issue, so
we'll have to talk about this going forward."

One option, the council president said, "is to try to conclude what I've tried to do,"
before adding, "Or maybe there is some other type of action this council wants to
pursue.”

Flores' remarks did not sit well with Winner.

"Dennis likes to think he's the only one who's correct, and that everyone else is
wrong," she said. "It's just an intimidation process to throw the blame on someone
else."

Winner believes that council as a whole didn't raise an objection to Flores' proposal
"because everybody else just wanted to delay the issue and stall.”

When Flores presented his plan for what became known as the Reconciliation
Plaza, Winner said the implication was that the proposal was divinely inspired.
And to suggest that the King/Till statue be relocated from the Lincoln Home to
Abriendo Avenue was ill-advised.

As was Flores' suggestion that within the plaza, the depiction of Emmitt Till could
come to represent George Floyd.

"When he said that, I about died," Winner said.

Even if the Reconciliation Plaza had come to fruition, with the Columbus
monument sharing space with leaders from the Black and indigenous
communities, Winner believes the controversy would have continued.

"This is a political movement, going on all over the nation,” Winner said, adding
that mediation was similarly doomed to fail. "When they announced that Fred
Galves was hired as mediator, I felt it better to play 'rock, paper, scissors,' best
three out of five, than to try to mediate.
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"There will never be an agreement coming out of mediation."

The fact remains, however, that while a pro-monument faction led by the local
Sons of Italy Lodge maintains that the piazza will never leave Abriendo Avenue, a
vocal segment of the community believes it should be removed, or at least
relocated to private property.

And until a resolution acceptable to both sides is reached, the anti-monument
group has pledged to continue protesting at the piazza site.

"Those protests are costing citizens $17,000 to $20,000 every Sunday," said
Winner. "And if we leave the statue up, the protests are just going to continue.
There's never going to be a satisfactory solution on either side, and my fear is that
someone is going to get hurt, or killed, over a stupid statue.

"I'm aware of the historical destination, and I understand that it's special to the
Italians.. And personally, I don't think it should be removed. But it's not worth
someone getting injured or killed, and I think we need to talk about having it
removed. We just can't let this go on and on.

"But the mayor doesn't want to face it, and no one else does either."

Councilman Mark Aliff said that while he applauds Flores' effort, and supports any
proposal that allows the Columbus monument to remain in the Mesa Junction, he
does not feel the library district should be vilified for its decision.

"The library made a choice based on where they're at as an organization. They did
not want to be saddled with that responsibility and it's their right to do that.

"The problems with the Columbus monument, or any of the issues surrounding it,
have nothing to do with the library. We need to be careful when we lay blame to
somebody when things don't move forward."

From the very beginning, Aliff said he wanted City Council to "make a stand" and
express support for leaving the monument in place.

"It's a part of Italian heritage and a part of Pueblo history, and I don't support it
coming down," he said. "I will be supportive of any solution that allows it to
remain."

Chieftain reporter Jon Pompia can be reached by email at
jpompia@chieftain.com or at twitter.com/jpompia.



