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T
he Pueblo 
City-Coun-
ty Library 
District will 
honor 41 

women at the 2018 Out-
standing Women Awards 
luncheon at noon Friday 
at the Robert Hoag Raw-
lings Public Library, 100 
E. Abriendo Ave.

For more than 30 years 
the library has recog-
nized Pueblo County 
residents who have 
made important contri-
butions to the commu-
nity. Awards are granted 
both to living honorees 
and posthumously to 
those whose contribu-
tions are worthy.

The 2018 honorees 
and their nominators 
include: 

AWARD

Julie Arellano
Nominated by Re-
max Associates 

Arellano, the 
Officer Manager of 
Remax Associates for 
17 years, is a Pueblo 
native and a Cen-
tennial High School 
graduate. 

Sherri Baca
Nominated by the 
Pueblo Library 
Foundation 

Baca has continu-
ously served on non-
profit boards since 
2000, and is a 2007 
graduate of Leader-
ship Pueblo and 2012 
graduate of the El 
Pomar Nonprofit Ex-
ecutive Leadership 
Program. 

Lori Berndt
Nominated by 
Remax Associates 

An administrative 
assistant for Remax 
Associates, Berndt is 
from Adak, Alaska, 
a very small town 
located on Adak 
Island. 

Gloria Bledsoe 
Maddux 
Nominated by the 
Sangre de Cristo 
Arts & Conference 
Center

Maddux is a 41-year 
member of P.E.O. 
Chapter DU, served 
eight years on the 
board of the Sangre 
de Cristo Arts Center 
and is past president 
of the arts associates. 

Mary Jo Carter
Nominated by 
Rosemount Muse-
um Auxiliary

Carter, a found-
ing member of the 
Rosemount Museum 
Women’s Auxiliary, 
was its president 
for two years and is 
currently a member 
of the Rosemount 
Board of Directors. 

Donna Conley
Nominated by 
Friends of Pueb-
lo City-County 
Library District

Conley has 
volunteered at 
the Friends of the 
Library used book-
store, Books Again, 
for thousands of 
hours over nine 
years. 

Karen Cooper
Nominated by Re-
max Associates

A native of Water-
boro, S.C., Cooper 
has been an admin-
istrative assistant at 
Remax Associates for 
10 years. 

Sheila D’Amico
Nominated by the 
League of Women 
Voters, Pueblo

D’Amico is an 
active member 
of the League of 
Women Voters who 
has participated in 
voter registration; 
was executive di-
rector of a battered 
women’s shelter; 
and served on the 
Illinois State Board 
of Ethics, among 
other activities.

Fran Dodd McCo-
nnell
Nominated by Foot-
notes Dance Club

An alumna of 
NYU and the NYU 
Art Student League, 
McConnell founded 
Footnotes Dance Club 
and was critical to 
returning ballroom 
dancing to the region. 

Susan 
Finzel-Aldred
Nominated by 
Carol Rivera

Finzel-Aldred, 
the Environmental 
Coordinator for the 
Pueblo City-County 
Health Department 
since 2005, helped 
create the first Chile 
and Frijole Festival 
at El Pueblo History 
Museum. 

Kelly E. Gehlhoff
Nominated by The I 
WILL Projects

Gehlhoff holds a 
doctorate of manage-
ment specializing in 
social and environ-
mental sustainability, 
and since November 
2016 has been the 
program manager of 
the Indoor Farming 
Information Zone. 

Lyndell Gist 
Gairaud, 
Nominated by 
Pueblo City-Coun-
ty Library District 
Board of Trustees

A native of Eff-
ingham, Ill, Gairaud 
holds a bachelor’s 
degree in dance and 
has been a Cub Scout 
leader, Band Boost-
er, Dance-A-Robix 
teacher and five-
year member of the 
Pueblo library board 
of trustees. 

Lorraine Gonzales
Nominated by the 
Pueblo Symphony

Gonzales was born 
on a farm in Kit 
Carson and attended 
Colorado Women’s 
College. She is an 
active supporter of 
the community’s arts 
programming. 

Stephanie Hager
Nominated by 
Friendly Harbor

Hager holds a 
Bachelor of Science 
in psychology from 
CU-Boulder, and to-
day works at Friend-
ly Harbor as a peer 
specialist, among 
other efforts on be-
half of mental health 
programming. 

Kimberly Hinkle
Nominated by 
Junior League of 
Pueblo

Hinkle has been a 
member of the Junior 
League of Pueblo 
since 2012, and has 
held leadership posi-
tions on the fundrais-
ing committee and as 
interim community 
impact chair, among 
others. 

Tami Horvat
Nominated by 
Delta Kappa Gam-
ma-Beta Chapter

A Pueblo native, 
Horvat has been an 
educator for the past 
12 years, teaching 
kindergarten at Eva 
Baca Elementary 
School. 

Josette Jaramillo
Nominated by 
Southern Colorado 
Equality Alliance

A graduate of 
East High School, 
CSU-Pueblo and 
Adams State College, 
Jaramillo works at 
the Pueblo County 
Department of Social 
Services as a senior 
case worker in the 
foster care unit. 

Gertrude Lipich Jor-
dan
Nominated by the 
Pueblo City-County 
Library District 

The late Jordan was 
known as a “Woman of 
Steel” who worked for 
the CF&I Rail Mill for 
over 30 years, and who 
was one of the original 
women hired in 1943.

 

Sarah Joseph
Nominated by the 
Southern Colorado 
Press Club

Joseph, who holds a 
bachelor’s in environ-
mental science and 
a master’s degree in 
public administration, 
is the public infor-
mation officer for the 
Pueblo City-County 
Health Department 
and oversees all exter-
nal communications.

Rose Jubert
Nominated by Jeff 
Chostner 

Jubert is the law 
office manager for 
the district attor-
ney’s office. She is a 
graduate of Centen-
nial High School, and 
CSU-Pueblo, where 
she earned a bache-
lor’s degree in busi-
ness management. 

Kris Kennedy
Nominated by Pueb-
lo West Women’s 
League

Kennedy received an 
associate’s degree in 
automotive technology 
from Wyoming Tech-
nical Institute, and 
served two years as 
secretary of the Pueblo 
West Women’s League. 

Lori Lilienthal
Nominated by Jeff 
Chostner 

Lilienthal has 
worked at the district 
attorney’s office for 
more than 21 years. 
She specializes 
primarily in juvenile 
cases and has been a 
victim advocate on 
juvenile cases.

Mary Linder
Nominated by 
the Friends of the 
Pueblo City-Coun-
ty Library District

For more than nine 
years, Linder has 
volunteered her time 
to helping and en-
couraging shoppers 
at the Friends of the 
Library used book 
store, Books Again. 

Kanda Misiaszek
Nominated by Remax 
Associates

Misiaszek has worked 
at the Remax Associates 
Team Home for more 
than four years. She has 
also been the accounts 
receivable clerk, taught 
swim and aquatics les-
sons and been a com-
puter instructor, among 
other undertakings.

Ramona Montoya
Nominated by Pueb-
lo Cooperative Care 
Center

Born and raised in 
Pueblo, Montoya and 
her late sister opened 
the doors to Cooperative 
Care Center of Pueblo in 
March 2012. The Co-op 
feeds over 36,000 peo-
ple each year and offers 
a variety of services to 
anyone in need. 

Chelsea Moore
Nominated by Jeff 
Chostner

Moore joined the 
district attorney’s 
office in 2007 and 
is now the deputy 
chief investigator. 
A former Pueblo 
police officer, she is 
a graduate of Pueblo 
South High School 
and CSU-Pueblo. 

Shelly Moreschini
Nominated by the 
Colorado State 
University-Pueblo 
Foundation 

Moreschini has 
served as director of the 
President’s Leadership 
Program at CSU-Pueb-
lo since July 2004 and 
is involved with the 
Colorado Leadership 
Alliance. She is a grad-
uate of the university 
and of Regis University. 
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