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CHIEFTAIN PHOTOS/CHRIS McLEAN
Lou Mercer stands next to one section of the Pueblo AIDS Memorial Quilt that'’s displayed this month in the InfoZone at Robert Hoag Rawlings Public Library

TRIBUTE

‘It needs to be done’

BY MARY JEAN PORTER “Back then, it was a

Pueblo AIDS quilt shares heartfelt memones Wlth commumty

THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

“Fifty Hives are up for
recognition.

Memorials in cloth,
these quilt panels rep-
resent 50 deaths from
AIDS — and the tireless
dedication of the woman
who sewed most of them.

“The Pueblo AIDS Me-
morial Quilt, 6n display
at the InfoZone at Robert
Hoag Rawlings Public
Library until Jan. 2, is
shown every Decem-
ber in honor of World
AIDS Day. The rest of
the year, it’s in a box at
Lou Mercer’s St. Charles
Mesa home. She adds
to it when requested by
families.

“T keep saying I want
someone else to keep it
and take care of it, but no
one does,” says Mercer.

So the memories of
friends she’s loved, to-
gether with brief glimps-
es of people she never
met, remain close to her.

Remembering
loved ones

Mercer, 72, was in-
spired to start the quilt in
the mid-1990s. She'd got-
ten involved in PFLAG
(Parents, Families and

Friends of Lesbians and
Cave) and SCAPR (Sauth-

death sentence. We were

~_ready for him to go,” she
says. “By the way, he’s

still alive.”

Her son, now a depart-
ment head at a Texas
university, fortunately
has no panel in the AIDS
quilt, but Mercer’s res-
taurant co-worker from
the 1970s is remembered
in embroidery on the
first panel she made.

“] met a lady whose
brother had died of
AIDS. We were think-

ing about what we could
.do to memorialize our
loved ones. [ make quilts.

1 knew about the na-
tional AIDS quilt, so we
decided to make a quilt.
We ended up with seven
panels that first year.

“I made one for my
friend Gibby. He and I
were both cooks in Kan-
sas. [ was newly divorced
and he helped me with
Christmas for my kids.”

Mercer moved to
Pueblo in 1977 and her
friend moved to Califor-
nia. Years later, she heard
from his family that he’'d
died.

“He never had a funer-
al; his death was never in
the newspaper,” she says.

Fired up

PRESEE S SIS B R




Lou Mercer stands next to one section of the Pueblo AIDS Memorial Qui'lt that's displayed this month in the InfoZone at Robert Hoag Rawlings Public Library.

TRIBUTE

It needs to be done’

Pueblo AIDS quilt shares heartfelt memorles Wlth commumty

BY MARY JEAN PORTER
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Fifty lives are up for
recognition.

Memorials in cloth,
these quilt panels rep-
resent 50 deaths from
AIDS — and the tireless
dedication of the woman
who sewed most of them.

The Pueblo AIDS Me-
morial Quilt, on display
at the InfoZone at Robert
Hoag Rawlings Public
Library until Jan. 2, is
shown every Decem-
ber in honor of World
AIDS Day. The rest of
the year, it’s in a box at
Lou Mercer’s St. Charles
Mesa home. She adds
to it when requested by
families.

“I keep saying I want
someone else to keep it
and take care of it, but no
one does,” says Mercer.

So the memories of
friends she’s loved, to-
gether with brief glimps-
es of people she never
met, remain close to her.

Remembering
loved ones

Mercer, 72, was in-
spired to start the quilt in
the mid-1990s. She'd got-
ten involved in PFLAG
(Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and
Gays) and SCAP (South-
ern Colorado AIDS Proj-
ect) earlier that decade,
after her son turned up
HIV-positive.

“Back then, it was a
death sentence. We were
ready for him to go,” she
says. “By the way, he’s
still alive.”

Her son, now a depart-
ment head at a Texas
university, fortunately
has no panel in the AIDS
quilt, but Mercer’s res-
taurant co-worker from

the 1970s is remembered

in embroidery on the
first panel she made.

“] met a lady whose
brother had died of
AIDS. We were think-
ing about what we could

.do to memeorialize our

loved ones. I make quilts.
I knew about the na-
tional AIDS quilt, so we
decided to make a quilt.
We ended up with seven
panels that first year.

“I made one for my
friend Gibby. He and I
were both cooks in Kan-
sas. I was newly divorced
and he helped me with
Christmas for my kids.”

Mercer moved to
Pueblo in 1977 and her
friend moved to Califor-
nia. Years later, she heard
from his family that he'd
died.

“He never had a funer-
al; his death was never in
the newspaper,” she says.

Firedup

A photo of Mercer and
the new AIDS quilt was
published in The Pueblo

SEE QUILT, 2E
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The Rev. Delbert Biong (1926- 1999) is memorialized in this qunt panel that includes sheet
music.

'1m‘
LA

A pennywhlstle is attached to the qullt panel made for Michael Wayne Darrell, who died in

2006.

Somebody introduced
me one day as an activist.
‘Well, what the hell is that?’
Ithought. I guess I've always
just been taking up for people
who needed it.

LOU MERCER
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Chieftain in 1994 and
prompted two phone
calls: One from a wom-
an who wanted Mercer
to sew a block for her
deceased loved one,
and one from an irate
person whose words
included, “I don’t know
how you can show your
face in this town ...”
Mercer says such
sentiments get her fired
up. That, plus memo-
ries of being one of a
few people standing
outdoors in the cold at
the first AIDS Day vigil
in Pueblo; of keeping
secret the location of
early PFLAG meet-
ings for fear they’d be
bombed; of hearing
her son’s father say
they should tell no one
about his HIV status
because the father’s
house might be spray-
painted or burned.
“Somebody intro-
duced me one day as an
activist. ‘Well, what the
hell is that?’ I thought.
I guess I've always
just been taking up for

people who needed it.”

Mercer continues to
work on the AIDS quilt
— three panels were
added last year and she
has one to make this
year; she makes them -
only with family mem-
bers’ permission. She
hosts monthly “lunch
and learns” for SCAP
clients — she buys,
cooks and prepares the
food, and has done so
for years. She’s cared
for AIDS patients who
needed her help.

“Why do I do it?” she
says. “I guess because it
needs to be done.”

Puebloan Phyllis King
has known Mercer for
years and admires her.

King, who was case
manager for the South-
ern Colorado AIDS
Project from 1996 to
2004, says Mercer did
an “amazing” amount
of volunteer work for
the project and contin-
ues to support SCAP.
She was recognized as
volunteer of the year
by Volunteer Coordina-

L O T I T T M o B o T L MK IR I T B A N L T e L s

"TRACEY LEA

"GRINDSTAFF
Feb. 21969'

Aug. 6, 199 v
¢ CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/CHRIS McLEA
Tracey Lea Grindstaff, who died in 1999, is remembered in this AIDS Memorial Quilt panel, complete with red ribbon.

tors. Where to start?

“At that time, a $1,000 In addition to sewing
award from Penneys - — Mercer says she has
went with it. She prompt- eight sewing machines;
ly gave it to SCAP,” King  sergers, embroidery
says. machines, a quilting ma-

and a cat; and she’s writ-
ten a short novel, “Chap-
ter One ... Loose Ends.”
“I don’t know where to
start slowing down.”
maryp@chieftain.com

. chine among them — she
makes soap and lotion
that she sells over the
Internet; she weaves and
spins; she cares for her
flock of geese, two dogs
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Opinion

Jon Walker

There haven’t been many
people who have come to
Pueblo that have had a bigger
impact than Jon Walker, our
distinguished library director.

He came to Pueblo at a time
when our library was strug-
gling under poor management
and financial irregularities.
Walker is a soft-spoken and
unassuming person who is the
best fit we could ever find.

Walker’s background and
roots are from Kansas. He
received his bachelor of arts
degree from Oklahoma State
University where he graduated
with honors and was recog-
nized by three honor societies
in 1977. He continued his edu-
cation, receiving his master’s
of arts degree from the Univer-
sity of Tulsa. He then enrolled

at the University of Oklahoma
and received a master’s of
library and information studies
degree. While Walker was in
college, he received nothing
less than a 4.0 grade point "
average.

COMMUNITY HEROES

Subia, Walker make a
- difference in Pueblo

Walker is truly an academic.
He belongs to a long list of
professional organizations
and is involved in so many
professional activities. The list
was too long to print, but it is
impressive.

If you want to know the
effect that Walker has had on
Pueblo, go to any of our librar-
ies and you will see first-hand
that they are packed and pro-
vide state-of-the-art services in
all areas that libraries provide.

But most of all, Walker
is a listener. A month after
Walker arrived in Pueblo,
Anthony Nufiez and I decided
to see what he had in mind
for Pueblo’s libraries. While
visiting, we very casually
mentioned the idea of having
a library Books in the Park
program and, to nobody’s
surprise, Walker put into place
a program on the East Side
and at the Bessemer Park. This
will be the ninth year that they
average more than 100 kids per
day at the parks through the

- library’s reading program.

.In the past, whenever citi-
zens would ask for anything
to improve the East Side, they
received a resounding no. It
was too expensive, people said,
and those living on the East
Side wouldn’t use it. But Jon
Walker was open minded to
the leadership of Larry Aten-
cio and Eva Montoya to build

{ ¢ Lo ({Cubj |
Tee. 25,200

a library on Pueblo’s East Side.
Walker was also open to build-
ing a library in the Avondale
area, which has a high minor-
ity population.

The district operates within

- an annual budget nearing $10

million, employs about 135
staff members and serves a
population of about 160,000.
The library has even provided
Nooks and Kindles to some
of the high schools and even
a few grade schools, allowing
students to become familiar
with the latest technology.

Jon Walker has become a
most valuable partner in the
community and has opened
the door to literacy for all
Puebloans. He has received
little of the recognition that he
so richly deserves.
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AT THE LIBRARY

Fiction

“The Apartment: A
Novel,” by Greg Baxter*

“The Invisible Code: A Pe-
culiar Crimes Unit Mystery,”
by Christopher Fowler*

“The Spook Lights Affair:
A Carpenter and Quincan-
non Mystery,” by Marcia
Muller

“The Prince of Risk: A
Novel,” by Christopher
Reich*

“Innocent Blood: The
Order of the Sanguines Se-
ries,” by James Rollins*

“The New Countess,” by
Fay Weldon

Nonfiction
“Act of War: Lyndon
Johnson, North Korea, and
the Capture of the Spy Ship
Pueblo,” by Jack Cheevers*
“Newtown: An Ameri-
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