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FOX21 NEWS: WE ARE PUEBLD

We Are Pueblo: the coolest

Library in Colorado

SURVIVORS

CLLI £ At S8

IPUEBLG, Colo.) = Pusblo Rawlings Public Library brings the comamunity more than just boaks
mecent blﬂ'l:“l"lg rendations bl'l:l:.ig-"l[ AEW TeC hnodogEy, an nieraciive museum, a cioffes shop, and

migeting rocms (o the [ibrary.

“iie added additional conlerence spaces because the libracy really sees insell aa a community b,
saad Wick Potter, Denector of Community Relaticns and Development for the Puebhlo City-Cownty
Library District. “And So Being obibe 1o haee this canference space albows our community Do e
nonprofit board mestings, homeowner's assoclation meetings, and |ust different kind of meetings
of the mind where they can have a free space 1o be able to come together and have those

conversalion”

s Fubeic Lilyar

Inpiracilie o
According to Potter, one of the goals of the renovathon was better access to the bullding.

“Sowe crsabied b mobility plaza that added better parking, batter atedas bo the front dear bedsuls
&% 2 pulbhic linracy, that's 3 huge thing that we readly want 10 make sune thal we're meeting our
communiitys needs” said Potter

Dirsie reirww! technalogy improvesment Bncledes Baptop wending machines which you can check out by

scanning your library cand.

W hiave o really cool thing called Laptog wending machines,” said Potter, 5o instead of having to
sit at A hard desktap, you can actually go 1o a machine. scan your card, and then out pops a laptop
and then yow can take it [meolile] throughaut any area m the lbrary to be able to dowhatever you
e £0,”

Poter sxpressed the impertanoeof providing intermet aocess o Pushio community members

" h2 vINE & publec Hbrary s this community 15 hLEE W important,” said Potter. “Fueblo is one af
the least conngcted cammunities in Calarada. And when | tay least connectid, | mean by Intermst
56 we do not compane at ol to Dermver, (0 the more afluent northerm counBses, because v jusl...

thiene isn't the money down bere

Asice iram new Wechneiogy, Ehe Ehaary sded inberad e taiumenl imn the childien' area, which

encourages children to badld their cwm plot for a story.

“Really, everything we did with a lot of purposes 1o make sune that the Bbrary, being th place
whisre yau access mrlarmation, 15 something thal we seally try to give peaple tools on having

information Gteracy” said Potter
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Sarah Fassiatto and her lamily spent thme Thsrsday aliernesn in the childen's one

*It's been a really goed place for us to come and let the girls get their energy out and not destroy

the house,” said Fassiotta. “50 they gét to play with the Istufled] animals and ¢heck out bookd, and

Elviy BEink ol s resl sy Bus

With many névw improsse ments to the library, Potter shiared that the library still 15 a place 1o come o

for checking cut books and working,


https://www.fox21news.com/features/fox21-news-we-are-pueblo/coolest-library-in-colorado/

“It's & place 1o study and we really have to bridge both of those things,” said Pofter. “So the [ihaary
is «till a place of books and quict study and research, Howewer, it's immﬂlnm becoming
soqmething more - ivs becoming this community hub for people 1o be able o come tegether, sooess
Information, meet together as a community (o create thelr own dialeg®

The Rawlings Library pays homage ta the original Puebie library, which dates back to 1902,

*There's actually the original cormerstone upstairs,” said Potter, "Anad | think that it shows that
fourndstesan yau know, to rmake it a pa, Bat it really shoves that Toundation of wiat we snein Dae
commannily. We're this vital hub for our comamendty, and we serve all walks of e *

When reflecting on the importance of the library, Patter shared that it 5 a circle of life of children
retuming back to the library as adules.

“Kids come in here because it does spark their imagination. it does connect them 1o resources that
they ray not have st home o they can grow up to be adulis thal come back to the library and gree
biack to thesr comamumity,” said Potter, “They learn more things. Thesy're a lifefong learmer, and they
bring muere kids back in hene to kind of create that community sense, (o create that kind of circle of
lite”
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MEWS

Daytime shelter options sparse for
homeless Puebloans during cold snap

. The Puebdo Chieflain

Prublhed 549 am MT Dec 33, 222

The Pustlo Trarai Serder, 123 Cowrd Steel, wll open a8 an ovemighl wamrsng shafler beginreng Thursday and confiresng
erpirigni Friday. Das. 23, and Saturday, Dec. 24 56 dangiroussy cold dondilons piraisl Zachay AlerTihe Fuebla
Chimitaen

With the artic cold front that swept into Pueblo Wednesday night, bringing
negative temperatures along with it, people have been advised to stay inside as
much as possible and lHmit exposure to frigid air, as [rostbile can develop in 1o

miniibes,

But not evervhody has a warm place to call home: approximately 600-700 people
in Pueblo are experiencing homelessness, Alexis Ellis, the executive director of
Pueblo Triple Aim, told the Pueblo City Council at a work session in October. And
that number doesn't include people who may be eouch surfing or on the verge of
eviction.

While some warming shelters were open Thursday during davlight hours as

temperatures remained in the single digits, access to some public buildings was
limuited,

All branches of the Pueblo City-County Library District clogsed on Thursday and
will open with a two-hour delay Friday because of the cold.

The library has elosed under similar weather conditions in the past, said Nick
Potter, the library’s director of community relations. He said that other
governmental entities have also closed because of the cold. Reference librarians

wiorked with communily organizations to create a list of services available to

people.

Pueblo County was not offering any warming shelters or immediate services for
peaple experiencing homelessness during the cold snap. County offices were closed
Thursday because of the low temperatures and will remain closed until Tuesday

next week in observance of Christmas.

The lobby of the Pueblo Transit Center was open for regular business hours during
the day and as an option for up to 25-30 people to shelter, The center will also be
open Thursday and Friday nights for people seeking warmth. No cots or blankets
will be available to people at the shelter, said Haley Sue Robinson, the city's
director of public affairs.

City offices remained open Thursday, Robinson said.

The city of Pucblo is sponsoring Crazy Faith Street Ministry to serve as a warming
shelter during the coldest nights of the winter. The organization has a capacity of
up to 50 peaple,

Crazy Faith is closed during the day so the people who run the shelter, husband

and wife duo Tammy and Lonny Kainz, can get some rest and prepare for the next
EVEning.

Tammy Kainz told the Chieftain they still had enough capacity to house people
Wednesday night at their facility on Fourth Street, despite her previous concerns
they wouldn't have enough room. She said that the evening went well, except for an

incident in which an individual stole the phone of one of their staff members.

Crazy Faith still need donations of food and blankets, as well as volunteer help with
dinner and breakfast,

The ministry is slated to remain open nightly through Christmas as long as
temperatures remain below 2o degrees, according to an emergency declaration
issued by Pueblo Mavor Nick Gradisar eardier this week. The shelter can only be
reimbursed if Gradisar issues a cold-weather declaration.

The Chieftain previously reported that the Pueblo Rescue Mission, which operates
its shelter throughout the vear, is also available for overflow.


https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2022/12/23/daytime-shelter-options-sparse-for-homeless-puebloans-during-cold-snap/69751141007/

Pueblo Rescue Mission was approaching capacity Wednesday. The shelter has 60
beds for men, 35 beds for women and reom for 18 people to sleep on the floor.
Wednesday night, most of the bunks were full and six peaple were on the floor,
Pueblo Rescue Mission Executive Director Melanie Rapier said in an email.

The shelter has not been approaching its capacity during the day, Rapier said.

“We are serving breakfast and lunch inside and emergency clients are coming in to
warm up and eat, but most do not stay all day. We have 51 residents who are
mostly staying inside unless they are at work,” Rapier said.

She added that the Rescue Mission is doing as much as it can right now to help
people experiencing homelessness, even as some staff members are out sick.

“We are seriously committed to improving the quality of life for Pueblo's homeless,
especially in weather like we are experiencing now,” Rapier said. "Our plan is to
drive around in our van this evening looking for people we can encourage to get in
the van and come back to the Mission for safe and secure shelter these next 2-3

Other Front Range cities also experiencing negative temperatures have opened
public facilities as warming shelters. The city of Denver announced that libraries
and recreation centers would be open as daytime warming shelters and set up cots
for a 24/7 shelter at the Denver Colosseum,

Anna Lynn Winfrey covers politics for the Pueblo Chieftain, She can be reached at
awinfrey@gannett.com or on Twitter, @annalynnfreny.
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COVID-19 testing site at Pueblo Mall
closes: Here's why and where to get
free tests

o Josue Perez The Puchlo Chicftain

Fubiahad 218 pom AT Doe 30, M2

A Pueblo COVID-19 testing site closed Friday after administering thousands of free
tests over the past few months.

The testing site, located at the Pueblo Mall, had administened 3.821 tests bebween
Sept. 6 and Nov, 28, A contractor had been running the site, and its lease is set to
expire, aceording to the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.

The site had also administered COVID-19 vaccinations before it stopped offering
them earlier this month, with Pueblo Department of Public Health and
Environment eiting a return to “normal operations.” The amount of people getting
their vaccines declined compared with the early part of 2021, and those who are
looking to be inoculated are now using their medical providers, the department

said.

According to the state health department, community testing sites across the state
are using less than 6% of the total number of tests they can administer per week
and demand for testing at these sites has dropped significantly over the past
several months.

Pucble news: What to know about Colorado's plastic bag fee, how it will impact
Pueblo shoppers in 2023

“Coloradans have transitioned away from relving on large community testing sites
and toward testing at home with widely available at-home rapid tests, health care
providers or local retail pharmacies,” said Dr. Emily Travanty, laboratory director
for CDPHE, in a news release. *CDPHE continues to monitor demand at testing
sites across the state as we continue to implement the testing transition plans
outlined in the Polis administration’s ‘roadmap to moving forward” (initiative).”

Puebloans can still access free COVID-19 tests by visiting a pharmaey or
distribution center. There are six distribution centers in Pueblo:

® Puehlo Department of Public Health, 1o1 W, Ninth St

® Pueblo Community Health Center — East Side clinie, 1301 E. Seventh St., and
Colorado clinie, 300 Colorado Ave.

® Pueblo Cooperative Care Center, 326 W. Eighth St.

® Pueblo City-County Library District, 100 E. Abriendo Ave.

® Southern Colorado Harm Reduction, 1249 Routt Ave,

Quest Diagnostics, 600 N. Grand Ave., and Color Health at El Rodeo Meat Market,
1301 Lake Ave., are a few locations that have low or no-cost testing, as do all
Pueblo Walgreens locations except the one in Puchlo West.

Puebloans can also order free at-home COVID-19 tests by visiting covid.gov/tests.
Each U.5. household is eligible to receive four free tests,

Pueblo County's seven-day positivity rate as of Dec. 26 was 7%, according to
electronic laboratory reporting from the state health department. That's below the
state’s average positivity rate of 9% that was last updated Wednesday.

Pueblo’s positivity rate, which offers an understanding of how widespread
infection is in an area, has dropped each week since Nov, 18, when the rate peaked
at 20% after hovering in the single digits and teens over the few months before
that. Transmission level, however, is still considered “high” in Pueblo County,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which recommends
mask use in indoor public areas when a county is in “high”™ transmission.

Pueblo's seven-day incidence rate as of Dec. 26 was 91 per 100,000, which is on
par with the state's rate.

For more information on vaccine availability in Pueblo,

visitpueblohealth.org/taceine.

Chieftain reporter Josue Perez can be reached at JHPerezi@gannett.com. Follow
him on Twitter @josuepwrites,


https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2022/12/30/pueblo-mall-covid-testing-site-closes-where-to-get-free-covid-tests/69766961007/

